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TIMELY SERMONIC LECTURES 


The Lectures are timely. The spirit of our 
age demands the riches and the glory of the 
Christian Religion rise up to meet the vi- 
brant godless movements which are sweep- 
ing over the world and our own country. 
The individual Christian, strengthened in his 
sense of stewardship and awakened to the 
greater appreciation of his partnership with 
God, is the bulwark of the Christian Re- 
ligion against these godless movements. 
These sermonic lectures do just that, and the 
book should receive a welcome and a wide 


distribution by all who love Christ and His 
Teachings.—Louis H. J. Henze. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 


During the past three years a consider- 
able number of requests have been re- 
ceived at this office for particulars regard- 
ing our Standardized Parish Paper Ser- 
vice. Due to a shortage of paper stock 
and skilled printers it was impossible for 
us to comply with these requests. 
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have the finest cathedral 
ehime for as little as a 
$518... the finest tower 
carillon for $950... 


At present the paper situation is a 
little more promising so we are now able 
to take on about 40 additional publica- 
tions. 


If you are considering a parish paper 
for your church we will gladly send you 
full particulars regarding our plan as 
well as samples of local church papers. 
Send a post card now. 
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g a: q 
‘At were drawn to 3 3 
it church by the music 
f the carillon, ..... 


sometime ago,” writes the Rev. Charles Ray Goff, 
astor of the famed Chicago Temple, the world’s 
lest church, “‘we decided to try to ascertain just 
hy the church is always filled to overflowing 
very Sunday. A questionnaire was submitted to 
.e congregation, containing twelve possible expla- 
utions of what brought them to church. 

“The results of this poll showed that the Deagan 
arillon in the tower is the most compelling force, 
w 24% of the people came to church as a result 
hearing the music of the bells. Suggestions of 
iends caused 23% of the attendance, while 7% 
me as a result of our national reputation.” 
Need we say more to pastors who seek to extend 
e influence of their ministry? The power of a 
eagan Carillon lies in the fact that it carries the 
essage of the church, through the medium of 
“avenly music, to all the community. Its appeal is 
e honest appeal of Jiving music created by genu- 
e tubular bells--stately, majestic, sincere and true. 
No memorial is more appropriate or inspiring. 
nd for interesting information. 
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| Deagan Building, 1770 Berteau Ave., Chicago 13 
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The Ewposito 


Christmas 


PROF. DAVID E. ADAMS 


) ELIGION,” | Reinhold Niebuhr, once 
. said, “is the spirit of childhood eter- 
nalized.”” Never are we more highly 
are of the truth of that statement than when 
quiet moments, we meditate upon the real 
th and meaning of the Christmas season. 
radoxically enough, we have very few oppor- 
lities for doing this. We are so engrossed 
sh the pressure of an ever-growing tradi- 
nal outward observance that we take little 
any time to think seriously of the meaning 
what we are trying to do, and to ask our- 
ves how far the trappings of the Christmas 
son express anything of the underlying sig- 
icance of the birth of Christ. We have grown 
thoroughly accustomed to commercializing 
itiment on every occasion that again and 
uin we lose the more tender and intimate 
aning of times and seasons which ought to 
an the deepening and hallowing of sacred 
ationships that underlie the life of our homes. 
is not enough to say to one who is dear to 
“I love you; but we must say it with 
wers; we must say it with candy; we must 
it with a very conceivable gim-crack and 
w-gaw that the fertile mind of men can 
ent; we must even say it with bakery prod- 
s and automobile accessories. We must save 
months, in order to be ready to participate 
ithe hectic exchange of largely meaningless 
imembrances,” with which we have the pre- 
nption to suppose that we are dignifying the 
aiversary of the birth of the founder of our 
ch. It would be ridiculous were it not 
wic. And yet I venture that in all the 
llanche of Christmas cards we search with 
rer interest for the occasional personal note 
‘which some real friend has taken the time 
say from his own heart, a word of affection 
1 remembrance, which has not been dis- 
ed upon a counter, or bought with a price, 
‘which is intended for our eyes alone, and 
»resses that love which is after all one of 
‘truest manifestations of the meaning of 


[he first Christmas was not like all this. 
ce brooded over the countryside. There 


e College 
th Hadley, Mass. 


was darkness save for the faint light of the 
stars. Sleep rested upon the crowded inn at 
Bethlehem. A single smoky lamp burned in 
the stable. The drowsy cattle stirred restlessly 
in their stalls. The close air hung heavy with 
the aromatic fragrance of the hay. In one 
corner there sounded suddenly the thin cry of 
a little child, where a rough-clad man bent 
anxiously over the prostrate form of a woman. 
And far off on the hillside lay a little group of 
shepherds, looking up at the stars and dream- 
ing of one who, the prophets had said, would 
lead the world to peace. 

Contrast that quiet scene with our crowded 
streets, our gaudy lights, our crowds of weary 
shoppers and harassed tradespeople, our hectic 
round of parties and entertainments. For more 
and more these days we are feeling the need of 
getting back to the simpler and sweeter reali- 
ties which we know belong to religion, if we 
can but find them. And where shall we go 
to find them if not to the words and the life 
of the Child who was born on Christmas day. 
For it is He who has given us the simplest 
and the greatest truth in all the thought of the 


_ages. This clear-thinking young man, meditat- 


ing on the life of humanity as He saw it in 
His village home and community, conceived the 
idea that the love which He felt to be the 
essence of His own relation to God could 
somehow be so interpreted and expressed in the 
way people treated others, so translated into 
living acts, as to transform the whole fabric of 
society into something far more beautiful and 
inspiring than even the great prophets had 
dared to dream. 

Jesus set a little child in the midst of them 
and said, “Except ye become as little children” 
. . . The child was the symbol of the attitude 
which He sought to have men take toward one | 
another and toward God. He desired to have 
men understand that we all live as children in 
the family of God the Father. We know from 
our experience that if the atmosphere of a 
home is right, the children go out from it sym- 
pathetic, kind, helpful and understanding. But 
if the home atmosphere is wrong, the children 
go out quarrelsome, unruly, unkind and 
thoughtless. Now, we as Christians claim our 
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place as children in the household of God. The 
atmosphere of His household is always that of 
love. If we are true to that relationship, our 
lives will show it. 

The very early Christian writers who have 
recorded the life of Jesus for us, have, with a 
true instinct, preserved the simple stories of 
His birth, as essential to a real understanding 
of the meaning of His life and teaching. For 
it was a true instinct which identified the begin- 
ning of the Christian faith with the coming 
of a life—the one universal, inscrutable miracle 
which eludes all men’s efforts at explanation; 
the one unfathomable mystery which defies the 
utmost skill of all the sciences, the one ineffable 
event in which, out of the silence and the mys- 
tery of the unknown, God—Creator—speaks, 
while men stand by and hold their peace, lest 
they lose the distant, faint, unearthly song of 
angels far among the stars. 

That is the one point in human experience 
where even today humanity stands with bowed 
head before the manifestation of the divine. It 
was a true instinct which caused the historian 
of the Christian faith to. root Christianity in 
that divine event which marks the real begin- 
ning in each case of what in the fullest. sense 
we call a home. 

One Christmas morning years ago, I was 
walking up the street. Down the street came 
flying a small boy, breathless, full of excite- 
ment. At the same moment I heard quick 
steps behind me, and another youngster, cheeks 


uyy 
AS 


It seemed to me He Spoke again 

Of Peace on earth, good will to men. 
I saw Him stretch a loving hand 
Across the boundaries of our land. 


I heard Him speak a word of cheer; 
“Be not afraid, for I am near.” 
The Storm beats all around me still, 

_ But with Him near, I fear no ill. 


O blessed Saviour, stay with me 
While sailing o’er this troubled sea. 


WALTER P. YouNG 
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A VISION — 


A vision, glorious, came to me 

While sailing o’er a troubled sea. 

My heart was heavy with my care, 
~ But still I felt the Saviour there. 


rosy and eyes alight, came up from behinds 
They met—and in one breath shouted the 
inevitable question, “What ’d yer git?” The 
natural question of youth on Christmas morn 
ing, looking upon a world that is altogether 
good. And yet as I walked along the street 
in the sparkling beauty of the morning, I 
thought that I would like to ask that same 
question—and one other—of the people I met 
along the way. I would like to ask them, What 
did you get this Christmas morning? Did you 
get, along with the tokens of remembrance 
from your friends, any deeper understanding 
of the meaning of Christmas? Did you get 4 
little time to think of what it meant to the 
world that~a little Boy was born in Bethlehem 
two thousand years ago, whose life so witnessed 
to the love of God, that all human lives have 
been more precious since? Did you get a new 
sense of joy in remembering that you wete 
yourself a child of the same heavenly Father 
of whom He told us in words that have nevef 
been forgotten? Did you get any new realiza 
tion of your own obligation and opportunity te 
make that wonderful message live in your owf 
life? 

And the other question I thought I woule 
like to ask that Christmas morning was, no 
what did you get, but what did you give thi 
Christmas, that was really worthy of the birth 
day of Jesus? It would not be a hard questio: 
to ask—but I wonder whether we would fin 
it a hard question to answer? : 


ipimers of Wond 
ann 


lraiuers of Water 


Nem Year's 


JOHN W 


All Service Ranks the Same with God 


E stand today, truly, all of us, before 

the Lord our God, as we look back 
on one of the most momentous years 
history and forward to one of the most 
spicious and portentious in the whole story 
man. In a real sense we are standing like 
ases and Israel of old on the doorstep of 
ve promised land’. We are inheritors of 
> hopes and fears of all the years, and e’er 
' leave our low-vaulted past, casting the 
irs’ outgrown shell by time’s unresting sea, 
is well that we see ourselves as we are and 
d ourselves as God intended us to be, “work- 
n that need not to be ashamed, . . . co- 
orers together with God,” from the greatest 
ong us to the least, from the captains and 
ders to ‘the hewer of thy wood unto the 
iwer of thy water.” 
Moses had summoned Israel to a great mo- 
nt, namely that of renewing her covenant 
h God, a covenant which God proposed, 
ymising to guide and guard the Israelites if 
y in turn would obey His commands and 
ve Him with fidelity and zeal. And the 


nificant point Moses sought to make was’ 


s: that everyone was involved in the ful- 
nent of the obligations of this covenant, 
m the least of them unto the greatest. He 
s trying to say what Browning said so well 
irly a century ago: 

' service ranks the same with God— 

th God, whose puppets, best and worst, 

2 we; there is no last nor fust. 

ivery civilization has its specified tasks, some 
hly regarded, some menial and lowly in 
sree. About the lowest function in the 
nadic agricultural society of Moses’ day was 
t of chopping wood and carrying water. It 
; delegated to the bottom round of human- 
— It catried with it no distinction but that 


s 
Becton, Penn. 


. McKELVEY 


of back-breaking labor. It entailed endless toil 
and hardship. It was the last thing any man 
wanted. to do. But lowly and despised as 
hewing wood and drawing water was in the 
eyes of men, Moses sought to say that in the 
eyes of God the hewer of wood and the drawer 
of water was as important as the “captains of 
your tribes, your elders, and your officers’, in 
short, that “All service ranks the same with 
God.” 

I know of no lesson more needed by us in 
the complex civilization of this atomic age. I 
am not interested in enumerating the various 
gtades of work which characterize our con- 
temporary world. I am not interested either 
in attempting to label the most menial and 
undesirable function in our scheme of labor. 
I will pause to suggest that many of us today 
could name it without the slightest difficulty. 
Acting on the proverb, “The grass always looks 
greener on the other side of the fence”, many 
of us would say, “Why, the meanest job, the 
most detestable task is that which I have to 
do.” I have heard people of all sorts make 
this assertion, and that with vehement bitter- 
ness and protest, leaders, executives, engineers, 
teachers, professional men, secretaries, typists, 
artisans, skilled workmen, homemakers, « the 
butcher, the baker, the candlestick-maker, from 
the most significant down to the hewer of 
wood and the drawer of water. Is it because 
we fail to see that ‘‘all service ranks the same 
with God’? Do we think more highly of 
ourselves than we ought to think? Do we for- 
get that we all are destined to toil, labor, and 
sorrow, earning our bread by the sweat of - 
our brow? Do we not remember what- men 
have said: the poet Hesiod, that “labor is no 
disgrace’; Dekker, that “honest labor bears a 
lovely face’; Dickens, that -“‘no one is useless 
in the world who lightens the burden for 
some one else?” - : bicmes 
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Or is it because we have been lured by the 
sparkle and tinsel of other occupations, like 
summer moths to an arc-light, and have failed 
to realize the glory and honor of our place of 
duty and the powers and_ possibilities of our 
Own assignments. 

G. K. Chesterton, famous English essayist, 
once wrote: “Among all the strange things 
men have forgotten the most universal lapse 
of memory is that by which they have for- 
gotten they are living on a star.’’ There 1s no 
portion of poetry I like better to remember at 
New Yeat’s Day than this: 


Ah! but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, 
Or what's a heaven for? 


Mr. Chesterton did not mean to minimize 
the need for striving after high things, for 
reaching for the stars. Rather he meant that 
we are not to overlook the possibilities of life 
where we are. Here, even within the frame- 
work of earth with its mundane round of tasks, 
even here is our chance to make life glorious 
and abundant. 


More Than Hewers of Wood Are We 


At the expense of seeming contradiction I 
wish to go back a moment and pick up the 
thought inherent in the parable of the Talents, 
particularly the point involved in the steward 
who buried his talent, and to affirm that we 
too frequently are living below our God-given 
destiny, that all of us have talents which we 
are allowing to languish, that too frequently 
we are content to be nothing more than hewers 
of wood and drawers of water. 

No more tragic picture of this sort of 
ignoble failure is presented in the Scriptures 
than that of Noah who first measured up to 
God’s challenge by building and piloting the 
atk and who then on the brink of unprece- 
dented opportunity, on the day when a new 
world was in the making, a world of integrity 
and righteousness, of truth and reverence for 
God and man, stooped to be-less than his better 
self and “got drunk,” thereby failing in his 
greatest opportunity. 

Moses committed a similar offense against 
God when he fled from Pharoah’s court and 
idled his years of youthful maturity as a 
shepherd in the wilderness, forgetting his duty 
and responsibility to the children of Israel who 
via sweating in unbearable bondage in Egypt- 
and. 

The disciples of Jesus were likewise guilty. 
Perplexed and overwhelmed by the awful 
events of that week wherein Christ was 
betrayed, Peter and Andrew, James and John 
_ threw up their hands in downright desperation, 
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realize on our potential powers and natural 


: 
forgetting that the Master had called them to 
be fishers of men, and went back to their little 
two-by-four lake to be merely fish-mongers. 

These and others like them, including us 
also, down through all the years, have been 
destined to build a new heaven and a new 
earth, to set God’s people free, to be un- 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, but we have 
allowed the floodtide of our destiny to move 
on and leave us stranded, forlorn and _ bitter, 
vindictive and full of woe. We have been 
content to hide our light under a bushel, to 
bury our talent with servile incompetence and 
recreant irresponsibility. g 

Of course, it is easier to be less than we cat 
be. It takes will-power and perseverance 10 


endowments. Great decisions are involved and 
these cost much in the coin of the soul, and 
we are pikers and will not pay it. He who 
would valiant be, wrote John Bunyan: 
He who would valiant be 
’Gainst all disaster, 
Let him in constancy 
Follow the Master. 
There's no discouragement 
Shall make him once relent 
His first avowed intent 
To be a pilgrim. 

He knows that the Christian never fall 
asleep in the fire but in the sunshine. 
knows also of a truth, while God is no re 
specter of persons and while in Christ there % 
neither bond nor free, you and I have a ren 
dezvous with destiny each according to ou 
respective capacities and powers, and we must 
in the poet’s words. 


Find out what God would have us do, 
And do that little well; 


For what is great and what is small 
’Tis only He can tell. 


Co-Laborers Together With God 


Having Said this, that God made us, som 
apostles, some teachers, some lawyers, son 
physicians, some artisans, some hewers of woc 
and drawers of water, I must say further tk 
regardless of our talent and status, God h 
made us also to be co-laborers together wil 
Him, and we must see ourselves as labore 
within the framework of His kingdom. Ev 
though we be hewers of wood and drawers 


sirable of duties, we must see ourselves as Jes 
beheld Himself, saying, “My Father wo 
hitherto, and I work.” Nothing less wil 


Bug 
Hp Arp 
\ithassadors! 


1 OME years ago, when the relationships 
between Mexico and the United States 
were at low ebb, the State Department of 

¢ Country hit on the fortunate strategy of 

iding Dwight Morrow there as ambassador. 
vight Morrow eminently possessed the gift 

a mediator. Through his understanding 

fit, reconciliation almost immediately set in 

ween ourselves and Mexico. Oil was poured 
on troubled waters. Potential enemies be- 
ne neighbors. This man, the State Depart- 
iit had chosen and sent, had the credentials 

a true ambassador. 

Now, transcendentalize all of that! Magnify 

» office of a national ambassador a thousand 

d, and you begin to grasp what Paul the 

ostle is saying in these words of our text: 

0 we are ambassadors for Christ,—not for a 

te earthly state, but for Him Who is King 

kings and Lord of Lords,—God making His 
peal through us. We beseech you on behalf 

Christ, be reconciled to God!’’ It were as 

yugh the Great Head of His Church should 

, Awake, O Church of the living God, to 

it sacred mission! Your people have quaffed 

» living waters of the Gospel and feasted 

on the Bread of Life. But just withour your 

ors is a world sunk in indifference, sin and 
spair. Go and ply the task of ambassador- 

.’ Writes Edwin Markham, in his poem 
YR THE NEW YEAR: 


re you sheltered, curled up and content by 
your world’s warm fire? ; 
en I say that your soul is in danger,— 


en rouse from your perilous ease; to your 
sword and your shield! 
yur ease is the ease of the cattle! 
ik! the bugles are calling: “Out Out! to 
some field—Out to some battle.” 
What are the credentials of a Christian am- 
ssador. 
Concern 


God has put, what the Quakers like to call, 
Yeep Concern in the heart of His ambassador 
the spiritual welfare of men, individually 
1 at large. For the Christian ambassador, 


st Congregational Church 
intree, Mass. 
> 
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time is of the essence It was said of that 
great soul winner, Dwight L. Moody, that “a 
concern for the lost was his spring of action’. 
The writer asked Dr. Douglas Horton, of the 
General Council of Congregational Christian 
Churches, what in his mind is the one central 
need of the Church today. He replied, ‘‘Evan- 
gelism, Christian Evangelism’! That means 
that the deepest need is for spiritual revival. 
It means that our contemporary society is in a 
state of moral and spiritual chaos, manifesting 
itself in startling ways,—and that apart from 
God's saving grace in Jesus Christ, I see man 
as lost. Kierkegaard, the great Danish thinker, 
used to point out that the word of the Chris- 
tian for his time is not the “both-and” of the 
casual Greek philosopher, but the startling 
“either-or’’ of the Hebrew-Christian faith. Man 
in his tragic lostness is either renewed in the 
image of God the Redeemer, or he is a lost: 
creature. That points up the matter, doesn’t 
it, and relieves much of our present-day meth- 
ods of their appalling casualness! 

Said Woodrow Wilson, “Our civilization 
cannot survive materially unless it be renewed 
spiritually”. Surely, that is a statement of 
which to take serious stock. Speaking to the 
students at Columbia University, Pearl Buck 
said, ‘America lacks the moral strength to sur- 
vive another war, even if she is victorious.’ 
Standing on the deck of the Missouri in the 
moment of surrender, it would have been en- 
tirely human for General MacArthur to indulge 
in braggadocio. Rather did he speak measured 
words. Listen: ‘We have had our last chance 
—The problem basically is theological and in-- 
volves a spiritual recrudescence and improve- 
ment of human character—it must be of the 
spirit if we are to save the flesh”. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick quotes these words 
from the letter of a wounded naval officer to 
an editor: “I lost my fear of death at Guadal- 
canal. I lost my best friend at Okinawa. I lost 
my leg at Iwo. And I lost my faith in Amer- 
ican democracy after reading your article on 


displaced German persons. What was I fight- — | 


ing for?” 
Unless we dare face the facts of our con- 
temporary world, and that with a deep sense of - 
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Christian concern, we have no reply to make 
to that wounded veteran. We must be willing 
to look at the world we live in with the realism 
of a Paul who said, “Knowing, therefore, the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men!” 
Conviction 

The second credential is as essential as the 
first: the inborn conviction as ‘‘experimental” 
Christians, that what God in Jesus Christ has 
wrought in us, He is waiting to work in others’ 
lives. Yes, if the first credential is Concern, the 
second is Conviction, conviction born of ex- 
perience! It is said of Bishop Gore that on 
the eve of their ordination to the Ministry, he 
was in the habit of saying to his students, ‘“To- 
morrow I shall say to you, wilt thou, wilt thou, 
wilt thou? But there will come a day when 
Another will say to you, hast thou, hast thou, 
hast thou?” It is at this point of conviction 
that we approach the most crucial need of to- 
day’s Church. For if the Church is to make 
a telling impact on our day for Christ, then let 
her brief herself at two points: she must be 
refilled with a Christ-like concern for the sal- 
vation of men that will cause her to look out 
with yearning upon countless sheep without a 
shepherd, and say, “In Christ’s stead be ye re- 
conciled to God!’’ Secondly, she must again 
kindle the conviction in our hearts that we have 
a message from God for men, apart from 
which they perish! Let us be sure about this! 
The religion of the New Testament makes tt 
clear that apart from the grace of God in Christ 
men are irretrievably lost,—a word which needs 
to make dramatic re-entrance into our vocabu- 
lary. To hear and to listen is no longer enough. 
As Christians we must propagate our sacred 
heritage. We must evangelize or perish! 

That imperative summons sounded like a 
clarion in the souls of the Christians of the 
First Century. It sent them out to face. the 
morally corrupt world of their day, not with a 
sign, with a singing confidence. “God is mak- 
ing His appeal through us”, they cried; “We 
beseech you on behalf of our Master, be recon- 
ciled to God!’ Had you asked them, ‘What 
is this message of reconciliation you preach”, 
they would have replied in the words of the 
New Testament, ‘God made His only-begotten, 
Who knew no sin, to be sin in your behalf, 
that you might become the righteousness of 
God in Him’. There was a moment in his- 
tory. called Calvary where the Son of God 
stepped into the breach sin had made. And 
because of the divine deed of the Cross, there 
is forgiveness with God! Some of you may 
recall words of an old hymn: 
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“This is the message that I bring, A a 
angels fain would sing; 

Oh, be ye reconciled, thus saith my Lord and 
King, ’ 

Oh, be ye reconciled to God!" 
You see, we do not argue for a hide-bound 
creedalism, or for more theological orthodoxy! 
What we are seeking to inspire today, is some 
thing infinitely greater: spiritual conviction, 
zeal on the part of pastors and laymen alike, 
that shall make them bear a witness that cannot 
be gain-said! We need a spiritual awakening 
that will do for our day what the Wesleyan 
revival did for the 19th Century England. The 
historian Greene said of that revival, inaug- 
urated by the stirred and ‘strangely warmed” 
heart of an Oxford don, named John Wesley, 
that it saved England the terrors of the French 
Revolution. 
True, this awakening, for which we should 
all be praying and working, may not come with 
eclat, and the gathering together of immense 
crowds. It may come, God willing, as small 
groups of persons dedicate themselves anew to 
God, seeking His will for their lives, and fot 
their day. Small cells of twice-born Christians, 
vibrant with spiritual concern, energy and cor 
viction can work wonders! 
In a little book entitled TOGETHER, com: 
piled by Glenn Clark, Abraham Vereide, a la 
man, tells his own personal experience. Trave 
eling about the country he saw sights that 
“made his heart sick’. But rather than despaif 
negatively, he went upon his knees to discovel 
God’s will for his own life. Abraham Vereide 
gathered together a small number of pessimistic 
business men, set their hearts on fire with the 
simple but searching message of the Gospel 
And out of that meeting there were born th 
many ‘Breakfast Groups’ in which business 
and professional men throughout the natiof 
come together for spiritual inspiration, and foi 
the purpose of evangelizing the pagan world all 
about them. It is a rare experience to mee 
with one of these groups, and a sure dispelle 
of the pessimism that throws up its hands am 
says, ““There’s nothing we can do about it. 
Ah, but those who unite in these spiritué 
“cells” will make reply, “Of course we can’ 
But God can, and He seeks to use us.” Ank 
He does—and is! Conviction! Convictio 
born of experience! What a credential! 


Captivating 


Glance at a third credential of the Christia 
Ambassador: He is captivating. He is spi 
itually winsome and irresistible. We have 
colloquialism which goes, “It isn’t so mu 


. 


The Editers Columns 


Soh ute 


Room Jn The Manger 


T was the Wise men who sought the Babe. 
Tt still 7S. 


It 1s not the wise men of Hollywood, nor yet of the radio air, for even without their garbled 
ces, voices which have contributed their share of the ills of the world and its day, largely by 
-empting our minds with tales of growing disunity and hate in the heart of man, we are well 
are that the world is au ry and thatthe hearts of its inhabitants and their souls, starve in a 


sof plenty. 


‘It is the wise man, who, above the tumult and the toiling clash of wheels, turns once again 
the certain source, the only source, of peace and good will, as Christmas draws near. 


What's wrong with the world? Nothing. The wrong is in the hearts and lives of its inhab- 
ats, for no world can be better than the souls of its inhabitants, and so it shall remain, so long 
a full stomach rates higher than a full heart, and bountiful coffers than souls: 


Never does a day dawn whose emphasis is of more extensive, world-wide significance than 
yistmas. Nations everywhere, have their individual holidays. Alone in Christmas do the faces 
humanity turn in the self same direction, to a recognized goal of a less recognized need. There 
he answer. 


At Lake Success, with its clean collars and soiled hearts and motives, the nations seek 
‘versal peace and mutual esteem. Ignoring Bethlehem, time will not last long enough for them 


find either. 


What they seek is already theirs for the taking. How far, how far we leave the manger 
gind in our much vaunted march of self-sufficiency, progress and modernity! 


~The world has not changed. We have. Christmas has not changed. We have, and if the 
rm glow of the day seem cooled and dimmed, if the merry bells give off a false, hollow sound, 
the star no longer draws, it would indicate the considerable distance we have gone in our vain 


rch for this and that, leaving our flocks behind, to fend for themselves, unguided, unpro- 


ted. 

The glory of the Lord still brightens the firmament, regardless of what the sons of men-do, 
ow. The Angelic host still sings of Peace on earth and good will among men, regardless of 
n’s active employment to the contrary. We can ignore but we cannot alter either. 


There, at the manger, remains the sole spot in which man, if he but will, may find the one 


ng for which, universally, our age weeps out its heart, Peace, Good will. 


a . r) ate “ ‘ 
There is no room there for atomic bombs. There 1s no room for power politics. There is 
room for international jealousy and doubt. There is no room for class nor color. There is 
room for hate nor despair. There is no room for conflict nor contention. There was no 


m for Him, save in that manger. 
To the manger, then, man must Zo, if be is honest in his search. we ' 


“Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 


i “For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour Which is Christ the Lord.” 
f Pray for Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men,—and may 
1s be aright merry Christmas. — tae P 
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A Lesson From History 
For Our Times 


(Read Isaiah 9:2-7. 
15:2-4) 

PEACE is a word we like to repeat for 
there is in the sound of it something of its 
character. ‘The Prince of Peace!’’ How often 
we have heard and repeated this phrase during 
these weeks! Words like Jove and courage 
imply a struggle toward an ideal, but the word 
peace symbolizes the end of the struggle, the 
attainment of an ideal. ‘The Prince of Peace’ 
brings to mind the added lustre of ultimate and 
enduring peace. 

The history of mankind, against which: the 
symbolism is reflected, is one long drawn-out 
battle, punctuated here and there by a period 
of uneasy peace. It was so in the days of 
Isaiah, who prophesied the coming of the 
Prince of Peace; to understand Isaiah’s words, 
we need to recall the conditions within the 
nation that called them forth. 

Men have hoped for peace, but it takes more 
than a program on paper to make peace a 
reality; Isaiah hoped for peace, worked for 
peace, but in the end had to resign himself to 
the futility of seeking peace through men 
whose natures are not geared to peace. There 
were times when the nation was not at war; 
some of the kings under whom Isaiah lived 
were good men who worshipped God, though 
idolatrous worship was permitted under two of 
the best, Uzziah and Jotham. 

Ahaz, who followed them, was thoroughly 
depraved, and joined the people in idolatry; he 
erected altars in every corner of Jerusalem and 
shrines in each and every town of Judah; dur- 
ing his reign parents, following his example, 
offered their children alive in sacrifice to the 
false gods. When he needed money to pay 
tribute to the Assyrian king, he did not hesi- 
tate to rob the Temple of its treasures; later 
destroying what remained in the Temple and 
barring its doors. 

Horrible vices into which nations are’ led by 
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their rulers are accompanied by deep and ter 
rible troubles! 

The king of Aram carried off vast numbers 
of Judeans as captives to Damascus; the Israel 
ites defeated Judah, leaving behind them 120: 
thousand dead men; 200-thousand Judeans suf- 
fered the disgrace of being led captive to Sa 
maria, though they were later returned un- 
harmed to Jerusalem at the insistence of Odeda, 
a prophet of God. However, peace was still 
a dream, and their troubles continued through 
defeat by the Edomites. ; 

Ahaz dies, and a brighter day dawns, as his 
son, Hezekiah, takes the throne. He tore down 
the shrines and idols erected by his father, res 
stored the Temple and its worship, and led 
the people to worship Jehovah, at least nomi 
nally. Hezekiah may have looked to t 
guidance of Isaiah in leading the nation back 
to prosperity and peace, through a long and 
wise reign. 

In time, however, new vices began to appeat, 
—the evils of prosperity! Isaiah recognized 
the new disease, and cried out against the op: 
pression of the poor by the rich; the corruptior 
of judges; the hypocrisy of the priests wht 
carried out the will of the rich at a price. Wo 
unto a misguided people! The Assyrian army 
swept down from the north, defeated Israe 
and Aram, and carried most of the inhabitant 
into captivity. Hezekiah naturally feared fo 
the safety of Judah. Isaiah assured him tha 
if he would put his trust in God, he woule 
have nothing to fear. a 

Hezekiah, however, insisted upon followin 
his own judgment. He called upon the kin 
of Egypt for help to withstand the Assyrians 
the angry Assyrians swept down over Judal 
took all of its fortified towns, and retired onl 
after the payment of a huge tribute that pat 
perized its inhabitants. (Today we call — 
reparations; unbalanced economy, with hunge 
disease, -and frustration resulting.) —(Con 
ments based on Pell’s Notes, Dec. 21, ’4 
pages 46-48). ia 


Against this background, checkered with a 
w bright periods and many dark ones, Isaiah 
ed and made his prophecies. Though it 
s bad enough to make an habitual pessimist 
the average man, Isaiah continued to believe 
it the conditions around him were only tem- 
taty—that some day men would be better! 
is would come about, because ONE was 
ming to walk upon this earth who would lead 
=m into an era of righteousness and peace. 
"this ONE, born in a Bethlehem manger, we 
ar much today; we hear it from every source, 
from printed page, the air, song and pulpit. 
Our need lies in that we hear it only. Like 
ezekiah, we. still insist upon following our 
yn judgment, while Isaiah’s assurance that “if 
> put our trust in God, we have nothing to 
ar’ goes unheeded. 

How do we learn to “do the Word’? “Not 
works of righteousness which we have done, 
t according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
ashing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
sly Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly 
rough Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being 
stified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
-ording to the hope of eternal life.”— 
ritus 2:5-7). 

When Jesus stood before Pilate, he made no 
sly when asked “Whence art thou?” When 
late said, ‘“Knowest thou not that I have 
© power to crucify thee?’ Jesus answered, 
“hou couldest have no power at all against 
2, except it were given thee from above.” 


as as 
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} Psalms Paraphrased 


Under the title, “Harp and Psaltery’’, the 
sv. Frank P. Fletcher, 46 Pine St., Laconia, 
. H., offers a group of Paraphrases in Verse 
more than 80 favorite psalms at $1.00 a 
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ow to Find Help From 
Reading the Bible 


—Read quietly and slowly. “Not snap shots 
but time exposures’ should be the rule. 

—Read alertly and thoughtfully. Imagine the 
scenes. ; 

—Search for the personal message each day's 

_ passage has for YOU. 

—Your inner response to God’s message is 

vital. When He condemns, bow peni- 
tently; when He offers help, place your 
hope on that assurance; when He com- 

' mands, obey 

—Underline passages which strike fire. Copy 

them and repeat them aloud. 

—Memorize one key verse daily. 

fa - 
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7—Set aside and keep a definite daily time 
for reading. 

8—Make it a habit; enter the New Year as a 
daily reader of the Bible. 

A Bible reading bookmark, containing these 8 
helps will be sent free to any reader, on request, at 
The New York Bible Society, 5 East 48th St., New 
York T7.Nioy. 
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Adopting German Preachers 


The subscriber from Norwich, Connecticut, 
who inquired about the plan of “Adopting 
German Preachers’’ should contact the editor 
of the Christian Advocate, editorial office, 740 
Rush Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 

Various items, regarding the plan, have been 
published in the weekly issues of The Christian 
Advocate, which you may be able to secure 
from your local library, or a local minister of 
the Methodist Church. On November 6, a 
list of donors was printed, with a total of 
$4,675.00 in the fund, undertaken to rehabil- 
itate 100 German Methodist preachers. 


Za 
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Veterans in Our Churches 


Rev. Millard G. Roberts, formerly Chaplain. 
in the Army Air Corps, and now Associate 
Minister, Bryn Mawr Community Church, Chi- 
cago, Ill., discusses this question from a prac- 
tical point of view in the International Journal 
of Religious Education, November, 1947, issue, 
pages 10-12. 

If your local library, or ministerium, does not 
have the issue, you may be able to secure a 
copy from the publishers, 203 North Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago 1, Ill. Single copies are 20c. 
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Training Ministers and Missionaries 


The urgent need for young people to assume 
pastorates, and undertake missionary work in 
the Home Missions field, and Foreign fields, is 
being stressed by all denominaitons. 

As pastors, we have the foundation work on 
this program in our own individual parishes. 
If your church has not produced a minister, a 
missions worker, why not? With whom does | 
the responsibility lie? If your church has a: 
pastor-member, engaged in Christian work, or 
in preparation for such work, have we 
analyzed the steps which lead to the decision? 
On this basis, are we ready to present the 
challenge to other young people? 

The American Lutheran Church is asking 
for 500 young people to undertake Missionary 
work in Japan in 1948. Other denominations 
are equally concerned; other fields present 
equally urgent needs. z 
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In a recruiting program for teacher-training 
applicants, the American Educational Journal 
advises teachers and administrators— 

“Don’t overlook the possibility of work ex- 
perience as assistant teachers on the part of 
capable young people interested in teaching as 
a profession.” 

May we not assume ‘‘that work experience 
as assistant pastors on the part of capable 
young people” might lead many young people 
to devote themselves to Christian work on a 
full time basis? 


oP 
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Jesus! Lover of My Soul. 


Let me to Thy bosom fly, John. 13:23 
While the nearer waters roll, Ps, 69:2 
While the tempest still is high, Ps. 55:8 
Hide me, oh, my Saviour, hide, Psvezgie 
Till the storm of life is past; Ps, 27:4 
Safe into the haven guide, Ps. 107:30 
Oh, receive my soul at last! Acts 7:59 
Other refuge have I none, Ps. 46:1 


Hangs my helpless soul on Thee, Proy. 10:3 


Leave, ah! leave me not alone, Heb. 13:5 
Still support and comfort me. Isa. 66:12 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, Isa. 26:3 
All my help from Thee I bring, Isa. 41:10 
Cover my defenseless head Ps. 140:7 
With the ‘shadow of Thy wing. Ps. 57:1 
Thou, oh Christ, art all I want, Col. 3:2 
More than all in Thee I find. Golg 239 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, Ps. 145:14 


Heal the sick and lead the blind. Matt.10:8, 15:14 


Just and holy is Thy name, Acts 3:14 
I am all unrighteousness, Romans 1:29 
False and full of sin I am, I John 1:8 


Thou art full of truth and grace. John 1:14 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, II Cor. 12:9 


Grace to cover all my sin, Rom. 5:20 
Let the healing streams abound, Ezek, 47:9 
Make and keep me pure within. Ps. 51:10 
Thou of life the Fountain art, John 1:4 

Frely let me take of Thee, Rev, 22:17 
Spring Thou up within my hart, John 4:14 
Rise to all eternity. John 4:14 


Every line of Charles Wesley's famous hymn, 
“Jesus, Lover of my soul,” was inspired by a verse 
from the Bible. Please read each Scripture carefully. 
—From the American Lutheran. 


TT 


The Churches Are Yours 


Paraphrasing the slogan or theme of the 
American Education Association for ‘“Amer- 
ican Education Week”, November, 1947, may 
lead pastors and laymen in many of our com- 
munities to develop leadership for carrying on 
more comprehensive and more intensive work 
among young people, from whose ranks 
church leaders for tomorrow must be recruited. 

Many pastors permit the congregation to 
assume that the Church and its work belongs 
to the incumbent pastor. The result is that 
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the'pastor devotes too much time to organiza- 
tion work, financial matters, etc., instead of 
spiritual leadership, the real function of the 
pastor; laymen, many of whom are well equip: 
ped to do all of the organization work, includ: 
ing the direction of financial matters of the 
parish, will sit back and “let the pastor do it” 
until they are permitted to understand and fee 
that “the church is theirs, and their responsi 
bility!” It seéms worthy of thought—Jameg 


Knox. 


Books on Prayer 4 


Three books on Prayer have come to ouf 
attention, now in process of being distributed 
to book dealers, which merit your examinas 
tion— P 

1. “The Borrowed Glow” by Richard EF 
Day, published by Judson Press, has a shoft 
meditation on specific texts for each day 1 
the year. The $2.00 asked for this book 
418 pages can be a spiritual support for som 
individual or group for a whole year. It woul 
make an excellent Christmas. gift, and could 
be instrumental in developing the ‘‘prayet 
habit’ where it is much needed. 

2. “First Steps in Prayer’ by Kermit R 
Olsen, Revell, is just what the title implies. I 
has 12 chapters, all devoted to the art of learn 
ing how to pray. It costs $1.25, 118 pages 
and will be available at book stores when yor 
read this. If you are not satisfied with you 
own prayer-life, this may be the answer to you 
needs. It will provide material for group read 
ing, study and discussion. . 

3. “Morning, Noon and Night” by Fred 
erick Ward Kates, pockette size, is published b 
Morehouse-Gorham, $1.25. This is now ava 
able at local book stores, and will make an ex 
cellent companion for the’ “waiting” hours, 0 
when “one doesn't know what step to taki 


next.’ The prayers, comments, and poems af 
brief. 
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Stewardship 


Paul H. Conrad's ‘‘This Way to a Thrivin 
Church” is announced as the “answer to th 
question—What constitutes a complete, well 
balanced stewardship program for an averag 
Church?” The chapters are— 

A Sustaining Dynamic 

Planned Procedure 

Education for Stewardship SS 

Effective Enlistment 

A Sound Financial Program ea i 

Town and Country Church Stewardship 

The Pastor as Chief Steward 


[Recruiting and Training Officers 
‘Stewardship Tasks for All 
[Problems and Problem Children 
Sermon, Worship, and Teaching Helps 
This paper-covered, 50c book of 96 pages, 
singdon-Cokesbury Press, is a “How To Do 
" guide. It may hold the answer to your 
esent stewardship questions. Your Church 
ouncil would find it helpful reading. 
“More Stewardship Parables of Jesus’ by 
»swell C. Long, is a pocket-size, paper-cov- 
ed booklet of eight sermons on stewardship 
ables, published by Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
rc. A study of these sermons will provide 
mulation for your preaching on the subject 
stewardship, from a scriptural point of 
ew. 
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eart-Tugs and Hopes 


A Candle-light Service. Lights are dim, a single 
-ge candle in the chancel near the cross, lighted dur- 
g the Prelude at signal from the organist, when 
her lights are turned off. 

\Pastor and Council president, or other person, pro- 
ed up center aisle, candles in hand, lighted at the 
*ge chancel candle; choir follows, lighting candles 
tandles of those preceding them. Choir bolds can- 
es until Invocation is said, when-these are gathered 
' attendant and placed on altar. 

Twelve young people, representing the twelve 
onths of the year, follow, lighting candles same as 
oir, then arrange themselves six on each side of 
ancel. During invocation, they go through the 
‘dience, and light candles of worshippers, and re- 
yn to chancel with candles lighted. 

Organ: “Chimes’—Peele. 

Invocation: “TI will praise thee, O Lord, 
ith my whole heart; I will show forth all thy 
atvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in 
ee; I will sing praise to thy name, O thou 
lost High.” 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” . 
Pastor: Psalm 19; Matthew 2:1-15. 
Hymn: “Emmanuel! We Sing Thy Praise.’ 
Pastor, or Helper, announces the Months of 
e year, each steps forth with brief message:— 
January—the month of new beginnings, new 
ype. (January steps to the chancel steps and 
ys. ) 

“Our hearts look back wistfully to the weeks of 
nding in line, waiting patiently, in preparation for 
e greatest event known to man, the coming of Jesus 
1ong men; we look ahead now with yearning hope 
d prayerful desire that men everywhere may hear 
is message, and do His Will.” 


February—the month of birthdays of great 
id good men. 


“As the disciples were chosen 1900 years ago, to 
mn of Him, and go forth with His message, so 
day men are endowed with great qualities of lead- 
ship, and chosen by Him to lead the people into a 
way.” ; 


March—the month of courage. 


cember, 1947 
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_ For centuries the coming of the Messiah was 
foretold, and many waited with courage and hope; 
for 1914 centuries man has known something of the 
Messiah's love and sacrifice to teach a better way; 
courage and hope are still the watchword of those 
who accept His Way.” 

April—the month of new life in earth and 
spirit. 

“God in all His Glory pervades the earth in its 
new awakening; He lights our hearts and spirits with 
new vision; let us place our faith and trust in God’s 
love as the path to eternal living in newness of 


spirit.” 

Hymn: “Our God, Our Help in Ages 
Paine 

May—the month of beauty. 

“As the rising sun traces a path of light and beauty 
across the earth and sky, our hearts respond to the 
promise of God’s glory; the fairness and beauty of 
God’s gifts to man are a symbol of that which is in 
store for those who accept His Way.” 

]“ne—the month of roses. 

“The warmth and glory of the sun, coupled with 
the rain and dew from the heavens, foster the nout- 
ishment and growth of food for the body, as the 


-lovye and care of God's providence feed the soul of 


man. 

July—the month of commemorating the 
birth of Freedom in America. 

“Let us raise this candle high in renewing our 
resolve to keep alive the spirit of a high and holy 
patriotism to the end that freedom of the individual 
may remain a heritage of this nation under God.” 

August—the month of ripening fruits and 
grain. 

“As the multitudes waited for the coming of the 
Master, so man waits for the gifts the Creator be- 
stows upon His creatures from year to year.” 

Hymn: “Saviour, Teach Me Day by Day.” 

September—the month when the nation 
pauses to give tribute in spirit to those who toil 
in providing the many articles which add to 
health, comfort and well-being of a people: 

“We here salute the day when men in all walks of 
life invite the Carpenter of Nazareth to join, their 
ranks as an active partner in any and all enterprise.” 

October—the month of celebration, follow- 
ing the ingathering of God’s bounty. = 

“We raise our lighted candle if‘nomination of the 
Babe of Bethlehem as king of the festival of the 
harvest; let His words, ‘give and it. shall be given unto 
you in like measure’ be our standard in accepting 
these gifts of our Lord. : ; Ac dlget 

November—the month of the grateful heart, 
bowed in humble thanksgiving. 

“As our forefathers gathered in Thy House, O 


Lord, in grateful thanksgiving for Thy love and care, — 


so we pledge our gratitude for all Thy many gifts. 
December—the month of the preparation 
and coming of the Saviour. on, 
“We raise our lighted candle in tribute to the 
climax of all that is good and holy in men, who bow 
their heads and hearts in adoration at the manger, 
where lies He for whom all nations had yearned for 
centuries. We pledge our hearts, our hands, our pos- 
sessions, for use as He wills, for a better day among 
men. LN 
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Hymn: ‘Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Meee 


- 


Reader: “A Pilgrim in Palestine,” John 
Finley, Scribners. 
I 


I walked one night in The Shepherds’ Field; 
The stars in their wonted courses wheeled 
And no new glory the skies revealed— 
There was no peace on earth. 
But as I climbed the Bethlehem hill 
I saw one bend o'er one who was ill 
And another bearing coals to fill 
A neighbor's empty hearth— 
And I knew that the Christ was there. 


II 


I walked up the Mount a little space 

And peered through the shadows for His face 

But found Him not in the pictured place 
Beneath the olive-trees; 

Then turning toward Kidron in the night 

I saw the men on their way to fight 

In Jordan’s hell for a thing called Right, 
Nor hating their enemies— 

And I knew that the Christ was there. 


Il 


Then I walked alone in Galilee 
Where He fed the thousands by the sea 
And taught and wrought in His ministry 
Of human brotherhood. 
There did a Presence my way attend 
And there I heard the voice of a Friend 
Say, ‘‘Lo, I am with you to the end.” 
And my heart understood— 
I knew that the Christ was there. - , 
Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King.” 


Processional: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty.” 

Benediction: 

Organ: “‘Jubilante Deo”—Loret. 


ees 


St 


Books Wanted 


Any readers having books to donate to help 
in the formation of a comprehensive theological 
library in the London Bible Institute, for the 
use of young men or women in training for 
Christian Service, should communicate with 
the Rev. Mr. James Bedford, London Bible 
Institute, Queens Avenue, London, Ontario, 
Canada. Books should not be sent without 
communicating with Mr. Bedford, and receiv- 
ing explicit directions for sending. 


a 


Volumes of The Expositor 
Volumes of The Minister’s Annual 


The Rev. Loren T. Cole, Lake George, New | 


York, writes that he has full volumes of The 
Expositor from 1930 through 1937; The Min- 


ister’s Annual from volume 1 through volume . 


12. Mr. Cole desires to sell the volumes for 
individual or library use. Since the publica- 
tions are Methods, text and reference material, 
the dates of publication have no actual relation 
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to the value of the contents, which is of con- 
tinuous help. Readers interested should write 
direct to Mr. Cole, at above address. 


as ee 
—— — 


Things Are in the Saddle 


This is the title of the President’s address, at 
the NEA conveition in Cincinnati, and may 
well suggest the title of a sermon to many 
ministers. 

“Things are in the saddle, and ride man 
kind. Material, trivial things are in the saddle 
today, just as they were in 1844 when Ralph 
Waldo Emerson first penned those words. Evil 
things, such as war, bigotry, greed, intolerance, 
and ignorance, which have plagued mankind 
since the caveman first made his first crude 
record for historians to ponder,” said Pearl~ A. 
Wanamaker, State Supt. of Public Instruction 
Olympia, Wash. She continued— 

“With monotonous regularity history ‘ha 
written the same story over and over again 
Somewhere in the world, now beside the Tiber, 
now on the banks of the Seine, now on the 
Columbia, a young, strong race of men des 
velops. Nothing can destroy it except itself; 
but when the race is saddled, it can be driven 
to its own destruction.” ; 

On the subject, ‘Church and State’ the ad- 
dress continues— a 

“Hundreds of years before the landing made 
at Plymouth Rock, the battle for dominance 
between the church and the state raged through 


state that the Constitution of our United States 
was originally drafted. . 


“The first line of the First Amendment to the 
Constitution reads: “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof . . .” The rights of freedor 
of speech and of the press, freedom of the people 
peaceably to asemble, and the freedom of the peopl 
to petition the government for redress of grievances 
follow the stern warning, ‘Congress shall make ne 
law respecting an establishment of religion.” 

“As clearly as words can define, this amendmen 
says our forefathers decreed no action, either denyi 
or contributing to the establishment of any religion 
would be taken by the national legislative body. 

“To this wise provision Ellwood B. Cubberley. 
famous educator, traced the final establishment of ou 
free, public schools. 4 

“The amendment itself did not break the viselik 
grip the churches had exerted on the schools but | 
marked the beginning of a 50-year struggle that di 
achieve that end. 

“One by one, 38 states adopted constitutions 
amendments which forbade a division or a diversio 
of public funds for the support of private educatia 

“The Supreme Court clearly stated: ‘No te 
any amount, large or small, can be levied to su 
any religious activities or institutions, whatever 
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vay be called, or whatever form they may adopt to 
ach or practice religion. Neither a state nor the 
deral government can, openly or secretly, participate 
the affairs of any religious organizations or groups 
id vice versa. In the words of Jefferson, the clause 
‘ainst establishment of religion by law was intended 
erect ‘a wall of separation between church and 
tte.” 
“The First Amendment has erected a wall between 
rch and state. That wall must be kept high and 
ipregnable.”’ 
“Leaders in education have a vital responsibility 
maintaining the impregnability of this wall be- 
een church and state. If the wall is breached, we 
tow the rights of the individual would be sub- 
erged in the struggle between political and eccle- 
istical authorities. It has happened countless times 
roughout history. 
“Our responsibility is accepted without prejudice 
rainst the doctrines of any religious sect, and the 
essings of religious liberty are in no way jeopar- 
zed. 
“Educators should remember that this amendment 
hies no human-being from worshipping at the 
tar of his choice.”’ 


hristmas For Children 
Away Back Yonder” 


In a remote section of the eastern Appala- 
lians is a little one-room rural school house to 
hich come the children from an area where for 
nerations the struggle for living on a hilly 
id largely infertile soil has produced only the 
irest necessities. Oliver R. Williamson, Sec- 
tary of the Committee on Church Relations, 
ve the Children Federation, Inc., 1 Madison 
venue, New York 10, N. Y., says, “One of 
e services of the Save the Children Federation 
is been to cooperate in bettering the school 
nditions in such areas and making regular at- 
ndance by the children possible through fur- 
shing clothing and other essentials. This 
pical school, like hundreds of others, has thus 
nefitted materially, but some years ago, 
rough the initiative of an interested visitor, an 
ditional service was developed.” 


When Christmas Comes 
In most cases, when Christmas comes, gifts 
rt these youngsters are in general either scant 
d pitifully uninteresting or non-existent. But 
yw for eight years there has been carried on by 
e Federation what is known as the ‘Santa 
aus Party.” From all over the land come new 
used dolls, (well made rag dolls are wel- 
med), toys, gay garments, books and other 
ticles dear to children. At the Santa Claus 
vorkshop” the gifts are sorted, put in order if 
cessary, packed and headed for the schools 
way back yonder,” where they are distributed 
rough committees which usually include the 
cal welfare, educational and health author- 
es, who are in good position to determine 
eds- and make allotments. In 1944 some 


ye 
iz 


ie 1947 


28,000 children in eight states received gifts. 
These gifts represented the efforts and contri- 
butions of thousands of persons throughout the 
country — individuals, Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions, church and other groups of women and 
young women, school boys and girls. Many 
items are prepared by volunteer workers and 
others are donated or purchased from cash con- 
tributions. The “Santa Claus Party” is spon- 
sored by a national committee with Mrs. Wil- 
liam H. Pouch as honorary chairman and Mrs. 
J.C. Penney as chairman. Committees in many 
cities provide gifts for specific areas. 

“The delight with which our children re- 
ceive these gifts,”’ says Mrs. Charley Tidd Cole, 
director of American Rural Child Service for 
the Federation, “helps them throughout the 
year to develop those normal instincts of chil- 
dren which keep them from becoming dull and 
spiritless where there is so little to stir the 
imagination. A recent survey of one rural 
county showed that 53 per cent of all the chil- 
dren had no contact with either Sunday Schools 
or church. One minister in that county asked 
for Christmas gifts for 500 children who did 
attend Sunday School, saying that unless the 
Federation provided something the children 
would have practically nothing. I earnestly hope 
that all our friends everywhere who have helped 
so marvelously in the past — and new friends, 
too — are getting ready now to provide us in 
ample time with what will enable us, as their 
representatives, to give joy to these truly 
American boys and girls when Christmas of 


1947 arrives.” 
IG 
of it t L Things 


Is not life made of little things— 
The tiny flower that blooms, 
The little bird that sings, 
Or milk-weed down upon the wing, 
The little riverlet, the spring 
At which a little child 
May slake his thirst— 
Nor durst I say 
That my life’s way 
Has unattended been 
By deeds of mercy 
That to men seem only trifles— 

A word in season spoken, 

A song BS in the night, 

A tiny candle giving light, ; 

A hand to help me to the height. 
Is not life made of little things? 

—G,. A. LEICHLITER 
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Eta 


Luke 2:16: “And they came with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph and the Babe lying in 


a manger,” 


HE Night of Nights! The Night for 

which the ages had waited, the night for 

which patriarchs, prophets, priests, kings, 
judgments and dispensations had long been 
preparing, at length had come. It was ‘‘the 
fullness of time,” and “God sent forth His 
Son.” : 


I. With the Shepherds 


The sublime and divine story of the Incarna- 
tion commences with shepherds. ‘And there 
were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night.” 

Then, suddenly, the Angel of the Lord came 
upon them and the glory of the Lord shone 


round about them. That same night there were © 


princes and kings abiding in their palaces by 
night. The Emperor Augustus, master of the 
world, was abiding by night in his great yel- 
low palace in Jerusalem. The priests were 
abiding by night in their temples. The 
merchants were in their mansions. The philoso- 
phers were meditating on their studies. The 
legions of Rome were on the march under the 
stars. The fleets and war galleys were cleaving 
the waters of the Mediterranean, leaving a 
phosphorescent glow behind them. Caravans 
from Egypt and from India were abiding by 
night at their encampments along the great 
roads. But the Angel of the Lord passed them 
all by, and His glory shone round about the 
shepherds, the humblest of all the children of 
men. 

The shepherds at first were frightened. Sad 
comment that, on man’s fall, the visitors from 
Heaven, and the glories of Heaven, man’s true 
home, should frighten him. But the angel as- 
sured the shepherds and said, “Fear not, for I 
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With the Angels, Wise Men 
and Shepherds 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


_our Image.” 


bring you good tidings of great joy which shall” 
be to all people; for unto you is born this day” 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” The first announcement of Christ's 
coming was not as a king, or a judge, of a 
ruler, but as a Saviour. The universal note is~ 
struck at the very beginning. His coming will 
bring joy to all people. And while the shep- 
herds wondered, the heavenly host appeared 
and their choir repeated and interpreted and 
expanded for the shepherds the first angel’s 
message, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will to men!’ God has 
always had glory in the highest, and always He 
has had good will toward men, since ever He 
said within His Trinity, “Let us make man in 
But here is a new step, a new 
chapter, a new epoch, in the administration o 
that good will. Here is the supreme disclosure: 
of God's good will to man. 

If the angel had told the: shepherds, “Ye 
shall find the Babe wrapped in silken clothing, 
in a palace, a temple, or a fortress, that would 
have struck them as altogether natural. But 
the strange, and, at first, incredible thing, was 
that the angel said to the shepherds, “Ye shal 
find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
lying in a manger.” Nevertheless, the angels 
obeyed the Voice. They said to one another, 
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which has come to pass.’ They 
went at once to Bethlehem. Would that all of 
us were obedient to the Heavenly Voice as 
those shepherds were on that night of nights! 
Too often the voice speaks and the glory shines 
in vain. The Holy Spirit stirs our hearts for 
the moment, and then we go back to our old 
ways. 


“So on our souls the’ visions rise 
Of that fair life we never lived, 

They flash a splendor past our eyes 
We start, and they are fled; 7; oo 

They pass, and leave us with blank gaze, 
Resigned to our ignoble days.” - 


Here they come, those shepherds, walking 
ver the fields by night, under the stars, for 
e first time in their life leaving their sheep 
ntended and unwatched. Their heavy sheep 
ats are girt about them, their shepherds’ 
ooks are in their hands. The dogs begin to 
ark as they come into Bethlehem and begin 
leir search, going from one inn to another, 
ntil at length, here in this courtyard of the 
in, where the cattle lie and where those who 
yuld find no accommodation inside are sleep- 
ig, they find the manger where Mary lies 
ith the Child on her breast. And there Jesus 
ad His first interview with the sons of men! 
When the interview was over, the shepherds, 
uke says, returned back again to the work of 
yety day, back to their little brown villages, 
ack to their flocks and herds. But as they 
ent they glorified God and praised Him, and 
iade known to all the people the things that 
ey had seen and heard. The shepherds were 
ot only the first to hear the Gospel, but they 
ere the first to preach it. 

That is the real test of the Christmas com- 
iemoration. What follows it? What do we 
9 afterwards? When we return and go back 
» the work and ordinary duties of life, is it 
ith us as it was with the shepherds, praising 
id glorifying God? If the coming of Christ 
ieans all that these Christmas hymns, an- 
lems, pageants, symbols, sermons, say it does 
ican, then there are two questions that are 
mely. First, does Christmas make us glorify 
rod in our own lives? Does it make us more 
hristlike? Does it turn us away from selfish- 
“ss and sin? Second, does it fill us with a 
sire to tell others and have others share that 
hristmas joy and hope? 


The Wise Men and the Star 


When I read St. Luke’s story of the Incarna- 
on, I think it is the most beautiful. Then 
hen I read St. Matthew's story about the 
Jise men and the Star, I think it is the most 
sautiful. There is something about those 
Jise Men which is just as mysterious as that 
at that guided them. Fancy will always busy 
self with those Wise Men and that Star. All 
e know is that they followed the Star. On 
e way they seem to have lost the star, for 
hen they came to Jerusalem they went to 
ferod, to Herod of all men, and asked him 
here the King of the Jews was to be born. 
ruel Herod asked the priests, and the priests 
1oted the passage from the prophet Micah, 
edicting that the King and Saviour was to be 
rn in Bethlehem of Judea. On their way 
ywn to Bethlehem they saw the Star again 
id rejoiced with great joy. To them the Star 
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seemed to halt over a certain place, and enter- 
ing into the courtyard of the inn, they found 
Mary and Joseph and the Child, and worship- 
ped the Child, presenting unto Him their royal 
gifts, frankincense, myrrh and gold. - Then, 
warned of God in a dream, they returned to 
their own country by another way. 

There are still stars that lead men to Christ. 
The Star of the Wise Men has never set. It is 
the eternal symbol of all those blessed, tender, 
heaven born influences which still move men 
to repentance toward God and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hope ts a star that leads men to Christ. Men 
have always likened hope to a star, perhaps be- 
cause stars shine only in the night, when men 
need hope and light. Every God-sent yearning 
after a better life, every noble discontent with 
sélf, every desire for a richer and fuller life, 
every expectation of a sinless and deathless life 
to come, is a Star that points the soul to Him 
who alone can fulfill these expectations. It 
was in that sense that the old priest Zaccharias 
hailed the coming birth of Christ, when he 
said, “The Day star from on high hath vis- 
ited us.”’ 

Conscience is a Star that leads to Christ. Con- 
science is as true to the soul as the North Star 
is to the traveller or the mariner, always point- 
ing the soul to Christ. How clear is its light! 
The great philosopher Kant said there were two 
things that filled his soul with awe, the stars 
above and conscience in the heart of maa. 
Wherever conscience rebukes us for failure or 
convicts us of sin, wherever it points to duty 
done or rebukes for duty left undone, wherever 
it makes us feel our unworthiness and our sin- 
fulness, there conscience is a Star that leads 
us unto Christ. Only He Who said to the sea, 
“Peace, be still,” can still the tempest within 
the soul. “He hath made peace through the 
Blood of His Cross.”’ 

Another Star that leads to Christ is the Star 
of Memory. How tender and clear and beauti- 
ful a star that is! Memory sheds its light back- 
ward; but since it is also half hope, it sheds its 
light into the future also. Christmas is a time 
when men grow young again because they let 
memory take them for a little by the hand. In 
the greatest Christmas story ever written, 
Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol, that selfish 
solitary man, Scrooge, was reclaimed for a life 
of kindness and happiness and faith by the 
appearance of three spirits, the Spirit of Christ- 
mas Past, Christmas Present and Christmas to 
Come. The Spirit of Christmas Present showed 
him the scenes of Christmas festivity and hap- 
piness that were going on in and about London 


that night, until Scrooge himself, wretched old~ a 
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miser that he was, began to feel something of 
that joy. The Spirit of Christmas to Come 
showed him the certain lot that awaited him 
unless he changed his way of life. It made 
him hear the comments of business men upon 
his death. It made him shrink with horror 
from the second-hand den where the curtains 
of his bed.had been brought for sale. It made 
him stand petrified by his own shrouded body. 
It made him read his own name, ‘Ebenezer 
Scrooge,” on the tombstone in the churchyard. 
But reading the story again, I feel that it was 
the Spirit of Christmas Past that, more than the 
other two, was the secret of the transformation 
of the character of Scrooge. The Spirit of 
Christmas Past made the old miser weep over 
himself as he saw himself once more as a child, 
as yet unstained and unscarred by the sin and 
greed of this world. 

So memory takes us back and shows us the 
child that once was, the possibility that once 
was, the life that might have been; and then 
thrills our souls with the announcement that 
even yet, by repentance and obedience and 
faith we can be what we might have been then. 
So memory points us to Christ who came to 
seek and to save the lost, all that we have lost 
of hopefulness, of innocence, of kindness, of 
purity on the path of life. Memory points out 


BG 
* KEEPING CHRISTMAS 


CHAPLAIN RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


about observing .Christmas. He said 

there is something better than its ob- 
servance, namely, keeping Christmas. And “if 
you keep it for a day why not always?” In 
other words, make it perpetual, permanent, not 
something of the moment, transient. 

Even as we are prone to make Christmas a 
brief Golden Age, so may we regard the his- 
tory of the ancient luminaries, stars that shone 
for a while, that had their day and say, and 
are now lost in the limbo of the outworn and 
obsolete. The Star of Bethlehem is not burned 
out. It shines brighter than ever. 

Ammon-ra, Zeus, Apollo, Athene, Hermes, 
Aphrodite, Hera,—are the names that we meet 
in our studies of ancient religion and tradi- 
tional philosophies and have no more place in 
modern thought and life than the ashes of 
Vesuvius. What contributions, otherwise than 
historical and literary data do Plato, Epicurus, 


f I VHE late Henry Van Dyke said something 
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not only what might have been, but what yet” 
can be, if we will obey the voice of the Spirit. 

Let us travel once again with those Wise 
Men and follow their Star. Let us join the 
shepherds as they cross the plains by night” 
to Bethlehem. May this Christmas message and 
this Christmas commemoration more and more 
set us free from envy, from greed, from scorn, 
from doubt, from hate, from pride, from the 
passions of this world, and help all of us on 
the road to heaven. 


‘Led on from Eastern lands afar, 
Whence Abram came of old, 
The Wise Men trailed His guiding Star, 

By prophets long foretold. 


That star, once lost, again now shone 
In David’s ancient town, t 

And halted o’er the Manger Throne 
That brought the angels down. 


Frankincense, myrrh, and Ophir’s gold, 
They laid before the King; 

Whose reign, by angel choirs extolled, 
Shall joy to nations bring. 


And still that Star guides willing feet, 
O’er dark and desert ways. 

Till in Immanuel’s land we'll meet, 
To hymn His endless praise. 


Zeno, Diogenes, Aristotle and others of the 
same schools of thought make to the life of 
this our modern day and hour? They do not 
solve its social problems or save an individua 
soul. But the birth and fact of Christ are the 
only hope for a day of tangents. To under- 
stand this calls for more than a brief period of 
celebration and festivity. : 

The test of a religion is found in the an- 
swers to these questions: ‘‘What has it done?” 
“What does it do?” “What can it do?” These 
are the questions the followers of Jesus Christ 
must be ready to answer. The followers of 
Jesus Christ have the answers to these ques 
tions. And the questions are not met witl 
creeds and doctrines but with deeds of kin¢ 
ness, acts of valor, heroic action, sacrificial en 
deavor, culminating in the miracles we call 
sonal regeneration, educational movements, 
pitalization systems and all the organizat 
and programs that help and lift mankind tk 


Lhe 


orld over. That is keeping Christmas. That 
the only way Christmas can be kept. “Jesus 
hrist, the same yesterday, today and forever.” 

Patriotism is a very big word. It is so big 
lat it sends, in time of national crises, vast 
‘mies and supplies to the aid of democracy 
id the defense of country. It calls for the 
ves and blood of the flower of our manhood. 
ut even a bigger word than patriotism is hu- 
an brotherhood,—transcending the bounds of 
yuntry, creed or color. It has for its high aim 
ie making of the whole world a kindship and 
‘lationship. At the cross of Christ meet east 
id west, north and south. 

Before industry strikes a path through the 
itherto trackless wilderness, before commerce 
pens the doors of nations, before diplomacy, 
iters with its smiles and blandishments, the 
hristian missionary breaks the trail, pioneers 
ith the Word and Deed of mutual help and 
indly hand. 

The Christ of history, the Jesus of the Gos- 
=Is, the Saviour of the World, is the Man of 
1e Hour, the Voice of the Ages,—with an 
s;cendent Star. 

There is much sincerity in the demand 
Back to Christ.’’ But there is more logic to 
1e cry “Up to Christ.” He leads, we follow. 
Je lag, He leaps. He is swift, we are slug- 
ish. We search for a solution for personal, 
cial, world problems. The solution is the 
on of God, the Word made Flesh, dwelling 
mong men, made reproductive and operative 
1 the lives of all who believe in Him. 

John Edward Bushnell said: “It is no mar- 
=| that His star has never set, but is still in a 
orld of thought when we take into considera- 
on the things which He gave to the world to 
1ink about and use His principles and teach- 
igs. We cannot review them now but we can 
asp them together into one bundle and call 

‘the Christian conception of God and human 
fe. We have a way of swiftly arriving at a 
ynclusion when we say, as even the outside 
orld says of a matter, ‘It is unChristlike.’ We 
iy of a nation’s misdeeds: ‘It is a disgrace to 
hristian civilization. One of the recent 
ibutes to Jesus Christ has come from the scof- 
srs themselves: “Why did not Christianity 
revent the war?’ The same question is never 
sked of any other group or society or institu- 
on or organization. It is a tribute and not a 
riticism. The very question shows that these 
1ings are opposed to the teachings of Christ 
nd that if His religion prevailed they would 
ever exist.” 

“We are told of a measuring rod, carefully 
uarded, somewhere in Europe, by which all 
fret measuring rods of the world are tested 
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to the smallest fraction of the smallest unit. In 
case of doubt they must be placed besides this 
master rod. We have in the realm of thought, 
action and morals, such a measuring rod. We 
get our correct measure of things, by the 
standard of Him who is the world’s greatest 
Teacher. 

Some years ago, a writer in Collier’s Weekly 
said, ‘He who first wrote the Name which is 
above every name, wrote it last, at the end of 
the list, below every name. He was a Roman 
officer, charged with the duty of the census in 
the district about Bethlehem. All day long 
the line of tired pilgrims had filed before his 
desk. At last the wearing record was com- 
plete. The officer set himself to casting up 
the columns. Then, suddenly a shadow fell 
across the page. He turned impatiently toward 
the doorway to see the figure of a stalwart man 
outlined against the setting sun, a child in his 
arms.’ Then the narrative goes on to record 
the conversation between the officer and the 
late arrival: 

“I could not come earlier,’ 
child was born last night.” 

“You are at the inn?” the officer asked. 

“No, we arrived too late. The babe was 
born in a manger.” 

“Your name?” 

“Joseph.” 

“Of what tribe?” 

“The tribe of Benjamin and David. We 
are the descendants of kings,” he added. The 
officer did not look up. The world was full 
of the sons of former kings; and now there 


he said, “the 


was nothing but Caesar—lord of the earth by 


right of war. 

“Your wife’s name?” 

“Mary.” 

“And the child’s?” 

“Jesus.” The voice of the big man was soft, 
as though fondling the syllables. “It means 
the Saviour of his people.” The officer merely 
nodded. 

“Jesus, son of Joseph and Mary of the tribe 
of Benjamin,” he wrote and closed the book. 
It was the last name on the list. ; 

That was, as the world knows, a very, very, 
long time ago. Since then the name of Jesus 
has come to be first in the thinking of the day. 
It has put its stamp of beauty and mark of 
dignity upon all thought-forms. It is no mere 
poetic fancy or idle dream to sing: 

“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom spreads from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.” 


*Used by permission and quoted from the author’s” a 


book, The Bridge Builders. 
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PRACTICAL RELIGION 


DONALD A. 


Text, Phil, 4:13. 


E LIVE in a practical age. When we 

accept something we want to know 

what it is good for. The man who 
builds a house does it with the idea that every 
available space shall be good for something. 
The double parlor, neither room of which was 
good for anything, has given place to the living 
room. The large, spacious kitchen, where 
Mother walked miles every day, has been suc- 
ceeded by the compact kitchenette, where al- 
most everything is within reach from one place. 
The same demand for the practical has entered 
education. We still appreciate the Arts, but 
realize that for some people it is much better 
to learn a trade. And so, one’s training be- 
comes specific from the first, leading to a de- 
finite use. 

It is true that we are not always so consis- 
tent. And it is perfectly evident that there is 
a lot of wasted motion in the world—a lot of 
people very busy going nowhere, and caring 
very little. But, on the whole, to be sold really 
on an idea, people want to know of what 
good it is, what the result will be, and if any- 
thing will be accomplished by it. Thus, to sell 
Christianity to the general public, we have to 
prove its practicability. We have to show 
whether X plus Y makes Z, to prove whether 
being Christian or the presence of Christianity 
in the world is justified. 

Religion has never been a purely subjective 
issue. It has always been sought, offered and 
accepted with purpose, and justly so. As far 
back as the days when the Israelites, under the 
leadership of Moses, were just beginning to 
form their religious ideals, such evidence ap- 
pears. 

And Moses said unto Hobab, the 
son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses’ 
father-in-law, We are journeying unto 
the place of which the Lord said, I 
will give it you: come thou with us, 
and we will do thee good for the 
Lord hath spoken good concerning 
Israel. . . . And it shall be, if thou go 
with us, that what goodness the Lord 
shall do unto us, the same will we do 
unto thee. (Numbers 10:29,32) 

The results of following the Lord were seen 
to be good. It was the ability to see the worth- 
whileness of following the God of the Israel- 
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_ tion at all. The whole system of education 


OTTINGER 


ites that persuaded this son of pagan back~ 
ground to accept the way of Jehovah. 4 
Ruth, following the religion of her mother- 
in-law, discovered that it led to happiness and 
a new home with great promise for the future. 
David found the way of the Lord the means” 
of coming from the hills as a shepherd boy~ 
to the splendor of a throne. The prophets, 
Amos and Micah and Hosea, preached justice 
and brotherhood as the rich fruits of real re- 
ligion. Throughout the Old Testament the 
goodness of following the way of the Lord 
is dramatized again and again. : 
Jesus certainly was not oblivious to the prac- 
ticability of The Way. The whole list ‘of 
Beatitudes gives evidence to the fact. Blessed 
are those who feel spiritual need—the King- 
dom belongs to them. Blessed are the humble 
minded—they shall possess the land. Blessed 
are the hungry and thirsty for uprightness they 
shall be satisfied. There is certainly no more 
picturesque nor realistic example of all we have 
been saying than that which we see in the story 
of Zaccheus. That little man was a despised 
and shunned person, because of his acute busi- 
ness sense, which went on uncontrolled by re- 
ligion. But Jesus taught him the goodness of 
the Lord and its effect upon a man’s personal 
life. For Zacheus it meant some fiancial loss, 
but his gain in social relations and self-respect 
was immeasurable. His decision to follow the 
way of the Lord brought personal results that 
proved that decision more than worthwhile. 
None of us is ever fully appreciative of the 
practical fruits of Christianity. Like so many 
things that have long been a part of us, we 
take them for granted without much considera- 


is an outgrowth of religion. The earlist schools, 
in this country, in every case, originated within 
the Church. Almost every college or university 
of which you can think either has or has 
had some church affiliation. Hospitals, homes 
for the aged, orphanages, the Safeariod Army 
—almost every organization for social welfare 
that exists has grown out of a religious back 
ground, 

However, one can be even more specific 
than that. Let us suppose that you, a layman, 
have brought your family to live in a new 
town. If you are really observant, you will 
discover the great number of ways in which 
the Church and Christianity contribute. You 
have not been in town long before the minister 


ft some lay person of the church calls. Thus, 
imost your first contact, socially, is through 
ae Church. As a result, your circle of friends 
tows rapidly, as it could by no other means. 
four social life is made by Christianity. 
} Your little girl goes to School. But for the 
utly religious schools the present system of 
Hucation would not be so well developed as 
is. Again—Christianity. Your children go 
p> Sunday School and there receive their first 
ormal training. Again—Christianity. Some 
rember of the family is ill and you discover 
nat the doctor received his training in a college 
md medical school of religious background. 
1gain—Christianity. Your wife is free to go 
out the streets, her face uncovered. She be- 
ongs to a club or a lodge; she may vote—all 
mrivileges impossible except for the emancipa- 
ton of women by Christianity. You read of 
né United Nations and realize that the whole 
Man is one depending entirely upon Christian 
irinciples. Everything you do, everything you 
tre, seems to be bound up in some way with 
ligion. And that fact is true, strangely 
mough, whether or not you have made a per- 
onal religious contact. 

It begins to seem, then, that the practical 
sults of Christianity are very real. Without 
, life would be not only dull and incomplete, 
wut rather frightening. It is-a case of X plus 
'( equals Z. The very best of-life comes from 
sur Christianity. 

However, that which we have not always 
ealized is the fact that the existence of Chris- 
ianity presupposes something else. And our 
athematic formula—simple as it is—must be 
complete. Assuming that Z is the desired re- 
ult, practical and useful in life, and that X 
lesignates Christianity, there is still the un- 
snown quantity which 
ttand for YOU. It has been easy to accept 
e religious heritage of our fathers, with the 
result which they earned, and to feel that 
hat was all there was to it. But we have 
iscovered that our resources, soon peter out. 
e have got to learn to inject ourselves into 
hristianity; to make it a personal quality, or 
Ise it will die. There is no greater example 
f the practical use of Christianity to be found 
than in the Apostle Paul, He summed the mat- 
rer up quite completely when he said, “I can 
4 all things through Christ who strengthen- 
sth me.’ But there is a pre-requisite to Paul’s 
Deing able to say that. On the Road to Damas- 
cus Paul came face to face with a decision for 
(Christ. Christianity existed before, but until 
this moment Paul had not injected himself into 
it. Until that dramatic moment Paul had not 
een aware of Christ. 


quite obviously must’ 


Neither can we ride comfortably in the car- 
riage of Christianity until we accept the means 
of power. One of the most impressive stories 
that comes out of World War II is of a young 
soldier who narrowly escaped being taken by 
the enemy but whose buddy was not so for- 
tunate. Sometime later he attended a church 
service, where a recently returned chaplain, by 
way of illustration, told of having moved into 
enemy ground with the troops. There they 
found, among others, the body of a young man, 
brutally tortured and left to die. The chaplain 
used the story to make his point—‘Christ was 
crucified for you.” After the service, the 
soldier, in conversation, came to realize that 
the mutilated prisoner was his soldier buddy. 
For him, the point was very real. 

Some such awareness of Christ must be ours. 
Christianity, to be part of us, must carry with 
it the conviction of Christ's sacrifice for us. 
We need to accept the Christ so that His living 
presence must actually be the motivating power 
for our lives—in a Practical Religion. 


PRAYER FOR HUMANITY 


Let there be less of blasphemy 
And more of praise; 
Let there be skies of radiance 
And less of haze; , 
Let there be no more misers 
To hoard the wealth; 
Let there be only riches 
From love and health; 
Let there be no more tyrants, *~ 
But only priests; Oa STAD a 
Let there be less of hunger © 
And more of feasts; poe 
Let there be deep affection 
For parents and kin; 
Let there be more of blessings 
And less of sin; 
Let there be no more hatred, 
But world accord; 


Let there be purer wisdom, 
And FAITH IN OUR LORD! 


—MALCOLM HYATT. pie! 
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GOD IS STILL AT WORK 


ORVIS F. JORDAN, D.D. 


Text: ‘My Father is working still, and I am 
working.’’—John 5:17. RSV. 


HEN thoughtful groups get together to 
discuss what is humanity's foremost 


problem, they ate apt to discuss the 
atomic bomb. They measure the time that is 
left before a potential enemy will have it in 
quantity. The quest for a defense against it 
has up to now been in vain. The top scientists 
who produced it say there is no defense against 
the bomb except the wide-spread sense of obli- 
gation to God. Thus we have these men of 
the laboratory joining the ranks of the prophets. 

In other circles the foremost problem is de- 
fined to be the right distribution of economic 
income. These men say that wars come from 
economic injustice. But up to now there is no 
known way of curbing the greed of man except 
by the processes of religion. The. churches 
furnish no economic cure-all, but they do fur- 
nish a spirit which must be in the souls of the 
men who work at the problem. 

One travels about in the intellectual world 
discovering continually that there is a growing 
conviction that humanity’s foremost problem is 
“A right attitude toward God.” There are 
mistakes of the head and perversions of the 
heart as humanity looks at this problem: We 
have been looking at it a long time. Ever since 
pre-historic man left his picture-writing in 
caves until now, there has been a belief in God. 
This belief has had all sorts of content, and it 
has resulted in many diverse codes of conduct. 
One cannot read history and say that all re- 
ligion is equally good. The man who said, ‘“O 
religion, what crimes have been committed in 
thy name” knew what he was talking about. 

One day Voltaire went down the street with 
a friend when a Catholic procession went by 
carrying the host. Voltaire lifted his hat in 
spite of his violent antipathy to the Catholic 
church, and his friend expressed astonishment. 
Voltaire then said “It is this way with me and 
God; I lift my hat but I never speak.” There 
are millions of Americans who lift their hats 
but never speak. For them the concept of God 
has but little influence in every day affairs. 

The indifferentist has an easy-going attitude 
toward life. He does not think about many of 
our fundamental problems lest he get a head- 
ache. If you query him about his attitude 
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toward organized religion, he is apt to express 
appreciaiton for the Golden Rule and to say 
that it is about all the church has that is im- 
portant. Strictly speaking, the Golden Rule is 
ethics rather than religion. In our churches are 
a great host of people for whom the church is 
a club of nice people, or an ethical culture so- 
ciety but by no means a place to take God 
seriously. 
Life has a way of changing a lot of these. 
The happy-go-lucky man who does not want to 
think faces a lot of pretty hard things before 
he gets through. At last he cannot run away 
from his problems. He may start attending his 
church again after having had years when he 
attended only on Easter, and he may be hunt- 
ing God. There is nothing like trouble to 
smash the shallow optimism of a lot of people. 
They find that life is more than a big melon” 
to be cut. 4 
There are many things that are still incom- 
plete. Creation is even now in process, and 
that is the reason Jesus said “‘God is. still work-- 
ing.” The astronomer would tell us of changes 
that go on out in space, but we are a lot more 
concerned about the changes that go on in out 
human world. Man is part animal and part 
spirit. The process by which the higher man_ 
shall win the victory over the lower man is 
God's process. J 
The relations of men with each other go 
through constant change. Gradually we have 
a growth of human sympathy so we have pain 
at the sight of barbarisms. There is a growth 
of the sense of human values and this is behind 
our various philanthropies. ; 
Since God has neither hands nor feet, being 
pure Spirit (John 4:24) he uses mankind to 
do much of his work. Jesus saw us as no 
longer servants, but friends of God and Paul 
called his saints fellow-laborers together with 
God. This concept gives man a great new dig- 
nity, and presents him with,a new goal. Be- 
lieve that about yourself, and your life will 
take on nobility. It will make you fight slums, 
or make you minister to lepers as Father Da- 
mien did or make you work for the redemptio1 
of the underprivileged. It will send you with 
light for them that sit in darkness. Finding 
working God who needs helpers is one of re- 
ligion’s greatest services to mankind. 
What are some of the things that God really 
does? It has always seemed to religious people 


tt He punished sin. Liberal churches have 
pie us a dis-service in lessening this convic- 
n. When we got rid of a physical fire as a 
Mmishment of sin, did we get rid of a sense 
ithe evil consequences of bad living? Our 
1eration has witnessed one of the most dra- 
ttic judgments on sin of all history. It is 
rd to realize the only six years ago we won- 
red whether Britain could hold. The armies 
IFascism marched pretty well all over Europe. 
we could tune in on the short wave radio and 
tur the screaming voices of Hitler and Musso- 
ji. Their self-confidence was complete. They 
i the most perfect war machine that had ever 
ren assembled, and they faced nations that 
tre ill-prepared and frightened. 

Was there ever a greater demonstration of 
: falsity of the dictum “Might makes right.” 
. the contrary we have just seen that “Right 
Ikes might.” One day news comes that 
issolini is hanging head down after being 
itdered by his country-men, and Hitler after 
claring that he was betrayed by his own 
pople takes his own life in a Berlin cellar to 
oid the fate of his ally. ‘The wages of sin 
death.” 

Something armed the opponents of these evil 
nm. Something built the morale of suffering 
moples until they were able to carry on. Out- 
ped humanity would not allow the world to 
Il into the hands of such evil men. It was 
illy conscience that armed the world in its 
ssis. Youth gladly threw their young lives 
vay for a cause, and even misers found it joy 
{give away their substance. 

But let us not rejoice too much in the down- 
Il of the dictators that drenched Europe with 
od. Unless we repent of our sin, we shall 
kewise perish. Any kind of religion that sees 
> evil of the world with complacency has 
Iled to discover what God is really like. The 
sst fact about Him is.that He abhors sin and 
Il] punish it until it is overcome. 

God does something besides punish. He 
ally has no pleasure in the death of a sinner 
tat he should die, declares Ezekiel. Paul de- 
utes that the goodness of God leads us to 
mentance. Humanity has commonly seen the 
rnd of God in the great transformations 
ought in people when they turn from evil to 
cod. It is never enough to account for these 
ange by fortuitous circumstances. Then 
n who have been changed have seen in their 
Hperience a sure evidence of the work of God. 
"Saul, the narrow and bigoted Pharisee, one 
w went through a sudden transformation. In 
ligious experience he was a mystic, and those 
us who ate not mystics may not know just 
nat happened and how it came to pass. How- 
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ever, the incredible thing happened. Chris- 
tianity’s most dangerous enemy became its most 
ardent friend. Our books contain thousands of 
stories of similar changes. John B. Gough, the 
gutter drunkard, became America’s leading 
temperance orator for his generation. 

Those who see God at work only by miracle 
may ask what God had to do with all of this. 
In God's creative handiwork we have become 
moral and religious beings. When conscience 
commands, we usually obey. This is no blind 
operation of natural forces, but the work of 
the gracious Spirit that is in the midst of our 
spiritual order. 

Perhaps there is no mature adult but can 
remember some turning point in his life when | 
it has seemed that an Unseen Hand pushed in © 
the way that he should go. From a thousand 
spiritual dangers we have been rescued because 
within us was a Presence. 

God is in the social group as well as in the 
individual. In the darkness of this hour it 
may seem to us that the world has gone all the 
way back to its dark animal beginnings, but 
that is not so. Neither Jesus nor Paul ever 
tried to legislate slavery out of existence. But 
they treated slaves as persons. They demanded 
of their followers similar conduct. One day 
slavery began to crumble as an institution. If 
there is any slavery left in our world it must 
be hidden out of sight for the most backward 
nations would be ashamed to admit that they 
practiced it. 

God is making for Himself a divine society. 
He himself seeks the company of souls who are 
like Himself. The slow development of per- 
sonality in our world may discourage us at 
times, but with God there is time. For Him- 
self He creates the society of the redeemed. 
“What is man that thou art mindful of him 
and the son of man that thou visitest him? 
Thou hast crowned him with glory and honor; 
thou hast made him but a little lower than 
God.” The Hebrew often used a past tense 
for a future tense. Some of this is in the fu- _ 
ture tense, but it is a part of the work of God. ~ 

There are many activities of God that we 
may not know about, and many more that we 
have no time at this moment to describe, but 
we must speak of the culture of souls for eter- 
nity. If we talk about eternal life in the 
Egyptian way of preserving a body for a future 
habitation, we leave most modern minds cold. 
But if we see that in great souls there is some- 
thing so worthful that God could not afford 
to lose it out of His universe, immortality be- 
comes not only possible, but seeming inevit- 
able. God preserves matter and force so they 
are not lost. Spirit is of more importance than - 
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either of these. It is for this reason as well as 
many others that in the hour of sorrow the 
human spirit turns to God as the giver of eter- 
nal life. 

The importance of this concept of a work- 
ing God is that we are fellow-laborers with 
Him. We are no longer servants but friends. 
The beginner in religious experience may in- 
quire, But how may I ae) ate myself to the work 
of God? First of all, by faith. The faith we 
speak of is no mere voicing of ancient formu- 
las. It is not a set of intellectual opinions. It 
has its analogy in an act of friendship. I trust 
my friend. with my purse or with my good 
name. It is not a definition of him that makes 
me love him, but a personal relationship. It 
is so with the soul and its God. Faith has’ its 
analogies in other areas of the life experience. 
No man has ever seen an electron or a proton. 
But since they fit the facts of laboratory expe- 
rience we receive them on faith. In the great 
laboratory of life we find God, and live with 
Him. 

We relate ourselves to God through obedi- 
ence to His known laws. | Some of these laws 
may be written down, and others apprehended 
in religious experience. But when once a man 
says “God wills it,” he has no right to do 
something else. A life of obedience is a life 
of harmony and of spiritual success. 

We relate ourselves to Him by answering 
His call. When He needs hands we offer our 
hands, and when He needs feet we offer ours 
Once a young man in Jerusalem heard the call 
“Who will go for us and whom shall we 
send?” The young man answered, “Here am 
I Lord; send me.” This is what turned a name- 
less young nobleman into a man that shall be 
known to all ages, our prophet Isaiah. 

The discovery of the will of God and the 
plan of God and the discovery of our own 
God-given talents determines the bent of our 
lives. When we live alone in the wilderness 
of time with no sense of responsibility to the 
Master spirit we are no better than butterflies. 
When we hear the call and answer it, then our 
lives become whole in their sense of purpose 
and joyous in their achievement. May the pro- 
gram of Jesus be our program, ‘My Father is 
working still, and I am working.” 

este 
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Hospitalized Soldiers 


A report on the radio stated, as nearly as this 
writer can remember, that there are American sol- 
diers in hospitals as a result of World War II to the 
number of more than 31,000 and that more than 
24,000 of these are insane. These figures make one 
feel sober and sad and especially the lattes figure. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 
g 


If I were to ask you little folks the question 
What day comes on next Thursday? I knoy 
every single one of you would know the righ 
answer. ‘That's right. Next Thursday wil 
be Christmas. And not only do you all knoy 
the right answer, but everyone does. Ask any 
one that same question and you will get th 
answer, ‘Christmas’, no matter whether yor 
are in the United States, or Brazil, or Russia 
or Holland, or Egypt or China. Christmas i 
one of the very few days that are celebrated al 
over the world, for everyone knows and love 
Christmas. We have our Fourth of July, ou 
Thanksgiving and many other holidays. Othe 
nations have their special holidays, but Christ 
mas belongs to everyone, and that is becausi 
the infant Jesus was born in Bethlehem, fo 
all the world, and the Angel choir sang 0: 
Peace on earth and good will to men, for al 
the world to hear, and to bring all the worl< 
joy and hope. 7 

Not all people celebrate Christmas just lik 
we do. They all know the day and it is one 
happiness for them, but they all have their ows 
way of spending Christmas. In Belgium f 
little boys and girls fill their shoes with bea 
and carrots and other things, and put thet 
out by the chimney so that their Santa, whon 
they call Saint Nick, will have something 
feed his horses. Christmas morning the littl 
folks find the beans and carrots gone and can 
dies and sweets in their place. In Norway tl 
folks even hang out sheaves of grain so th 
birds can have a good Christmas. In Spa 
the children hide their shoes in the bushes ot 
Christmas eve, and the next morning they fin 
them full of goodies. 

So, everywhere you can go, they have the 
Christmas and it is a happy day all around th 
world, regardless of how they celebrate it, an 
all because the Angels sang about peace at 
goodwill over the manger in which lay the ti 
Babe of Bethlehem, our Lord and Saviour. 

Don't ever forget that there is no happine 
that can come to you or to the world, th 
means half as much as the happiness that com 
at Christmas time, with peace and oe 
men and Jesus at its very center. 
world needs peace. 
men. It needs Jesus. 


Christmas 


ubbit Tracks 


Did you ever get out early in the morning on 
Wwinter day, after new snow had fallen during 
> night? How pretty and clean and white 
stything is on a day like that. It’s pretty as 
‘airyland. 
‘And did you ever find freshly made rabbit 
ecks, where a rabbit had hopped along 
rough the newly fallen snow? It is easy to 
ll they are rabbit tracks for they are unlike 
y other animal tracks. It is easy to tell 
match way the rabbit went, too. And it’s fun 
iiling the rabbit just to see where he went. 
rmetimes, when he is in a big hurry the 
ecks are far apart, for he has been making 
x jumps. Other times he doesn’t seem to 
concerned about getting anywhere at all. 
2 just wanders all over the back yard, in and 
tt among the snow covered plants that grew 
2re last summer. Maybe he stops every once 
a whilé to nibble on some bit of food that 
cks up above the snow. 
IHe seems awfully uncertain about where he 
ants to go. But of this you can be certain. 
you follow those tracks, you will find a rab- 
- at the end of them. I once knew a man 
no had been born in a little hut made of sod, 
a western prairie. He told me that they 
2re so poor that many times they had nothing 
eat, and that in the winter his father used 
take him out in the morning, find a rabbit 
ack and say, “Charlie, do you see that rabbit 
ack ?”’ Charlie would say, “Yes, father, I do.” 
en his father would say, “Well, son, your 
ceakfast is at the other end,’ and Charlie 
ould have to follow that track until he found 
re rabbit, if he wanted any breakfast. 
"Well, we are not little cotton-tail rabbits 
ypping about through the snow, but we cer- 
inly leave tracks that are just as easy to fol- 
ww. And they show other people just where 
2 have been, what we have been doing and 
ich way we are headed, in life. Some of the 
cks we make lead to success and happiness 
ud joy and peace. Some others go in the 
»posite direction. And now while we are still 
rung, and starting out through a new year, 1s 
fine time to decide that if a person is known 
- the tracks he makes, and if life’s best joys 
sme for the one who goes in the right way, 
are going to be careful to leave tracks of 
hich we can be proud, all the year through. 
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1 the Bottle 

‘Little Bobbie was inside, for outside a bliz- 
td was raging. It was too cold and snowy 
be out, so he was trying to amuse himself 
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inside, and sometimes that is hard to do. Final- 
ly his mother suggested that he draw some pic- 
tures, to pass the time away. So Bobbie was 
hard at work drawing pictures. Finally he got 
up from the table where he had been working 
hard and taking his paper to his mother he 
showed her what he had drawn. She looked 
at it and said, “Well, that’s fine, Bobbie. It 
looks like a cat, or a horse, but it doesn’t have 
any tail.” 

“I know,” said Bobbie. “But it isn’t a 
horse and it isn’t a cat. It’s a picture of Fido, 
and his tail is still in the ink-bottle.” 

Every morning starts a new day for us. Evety 
Sunday starts a new week. Twelve times a 
year we start a new, clean month, and once 
every year, on January first, we start a new 
year. It’s like a fresh tablet of writing paper 
with every page clean and white and unsoiled. 
Each day we write on one sheet, so that at the 
end of the year, we have used every single 
sheet in the pad. 

Some of those sheets have big black blots 
on them, where we were careless and made a 
mistake. Some of the pages are torn and 
soiled, where we were not as careful as we 
should have been to keep them clean and un-’ 
rumpled. But even some older folks, who 
should know better, because they have had so 
much more experience than you little folks, 
make blots and soiled pages in their year books, 
too. 

So we mustn’t be too much concerned if we 
tind, in looking back through the pages, that 
not all are as clean and perfect as they could 
have been if we had been a little more careful. 
But what is important is that we do something 
worth while, every day, and don’t leave Fido’s 
tail in the ink bottle. Too often we leave our 
good intentions in the ink bottle and don’t 
even try to draw anything on our paper. It is 
unfortunate when we make a mistake, but it 
is a lot worse when we just don’t try. So go 
ahead with your drawing for this year. Do the 
very best you can. Try to keep all the pages 
clean and unblotted, but remember that it is a 
lot worse not to try to make it a good year, 
than to try, and make a blot once in a while. 
If you just try, day by day, I know you will 
have a happy new year. 


x 


——. 


Australia to Stay White Labor Delegate Says 


Toronto, Sept. 9, 1947, Associated Press report: 

“Australia’s Labor Government believes in a 
‘white Australia’, Patrick Kennelly, Australian dele- 
gate, told the Commonwealth Conference of Labor 
Parties Monday. ‘Other people may have different 


opinions, but we will never allow colored peoples _ 


into Australia.’ ”"—Buffalo Evening News. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Teach the Children 


Deut. 4:1-14. “For what nation is there so 
great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as 
the Lord our God is in all things that we 
call upon him for?” 

Into the care and keeping of parents is given 
in a special way the opportunity for shaping 
and inspiring the motives and consecrations of 
their children. They are in control of society's 
most basic unit, the family. They are the chief 
and best teachers of their children. They, 
above all others are in a position to cultivate 
and direct the creative influences which make 
the home soil rich and fruitful. 

From personal experience I can witness 
along with the thousands of others—that the 
teachings of my parents through devoted living, 
family worship, bed-time prayers, grace at 
meals, good books and magazines, consistent 
participation in the life of the church, were 
unquestionably most influential factors in my 
Christian decisions, as well as those of the rest 
of the family of 10 children. The home and 
the church must enter into a holy conspiracy 
to complement one another in this great busi- 
ness of Christian living and teaching. It is 
the most serious and effective life-transforming 
partnership work which confronts Christianity 
today. Christ will become the most challenging 
partner in this enterprise—Ralph H. Collins, 
Ala., Christian Advocate. 


SS 


Who Attends Movies? 


Deut. 4:10. “That they may teach their chil- 
dren.” 

Jud. 13:8. “Teach us what we shall do to the 
child.” 

Seventy-seven million people in U.S.A. at- 
tend the movies each week; 28 million of these 
ate adolescent young people; 11 million are 
under 14 years old.—Exchange. 


SS 


Repay Debt of Blood 
I Cor, 15:45-46. ‘The last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit.” 
Luke 6:38. “Give, and it shall be given unto 
you, good measure.” 
The inmates of the Connecticut State Prison 
_ at Wethersfield have repaid a debt of blood 
owed by a fellow inmate. (Nov. 8, 1947. AP). 
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The debtor had been a recent patient a 
Hartford Hospital, where it had been necessary 
to give him 18 pints of blood by transfusion 
as it is necessary to replace the blood thus used 
the prison inmates volunteered to repay the 
blood debt. 

Members of the hospital’s blood bank staf 
visited the prison, where 20 donors donatec 
not noly the 18 pints owed, but an additiona 
amount to be placed in the bank for use by 
patients designated by the Connecticut Cancei 
Society. 


Poe) 
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Bouquets Instead of Rocks 

II Sam. 19:35. “Discern between good and 
evil.” 

Job 2:10. “We receive good, and not evil.” — 


If you think your church the best, 
Tell ’em so! 

If you’d have it lead the rest, 
Help it grow! 

When there’s anything to do, 


f 

Let them always count on you; j 

You'll feel better when it’s through, ; 
Don't you know. 

If you've ever given knocks, | 
Change your style, 


Throw bouquets instead of rocks 
For a while. 

Let the other fellow roast; 

Shun him as you would a ghost; 

Meet his banter with a boast 
And a smile. 


When a stranger from afar 
Comes along, 
Tell him who and what you are— 
Make it strong. . 
Never flatter, never bluff, 
Tell the truth, for that’s enough 
Don’t just belong. 
—Exchange. 


— 


Investments for God 
Luke 6:37. “For with the same measure th, 
ye mete...” 
Lev. 27:30. “All the tithe of the land, . . 
7s the Lord’s.” 


The increase of a dollar at compound int 
est, as figured out by an economist, amounts 
more than 21/4 million dollars, is less than 2: 
yeats. He said, “I thought to myself t 


we) 


y/ Cheusdnas give your child 
the Bible Martha Washington 
| gave her daughter 


In 1799, when Martha Washington 
gave her beloved Bible to her adopted 
daughter, Eleanor Custis, the Oxford 
gift tradition was already old. Oxford 
has been America’s gift Bible since 
1675. 

Today’s Bibles are masterpieces of 
bookmaking ... type so clear you can 
read it by candlelight . . . bindings 
wonderfully soft, yet strong and en- 
during. Many editions are printed on 
exclusive Oxford India Paper, so thin 
that over 1600 pages make a Bible 
only an inch thick. 


~ This Beautiful Bible has just the 

features that make the Bible so 
absorbing and helpful to any 
child . . . colored pictures, inter- 
esting commentary, questions 
and answers, self-pronouncing 
type. French Morocco, overlap- 
ping cover. Type is very legible 
and easy on children’s eyes .. . 
printed on fine white Bible paper. 
The price is only $5.50. Your 
child’s name can be stamped in 
gold on the cover at slight addi- 
tional charge. Other beautiful 
Oxford Bibles are available 
for all members of your 
family. 


AT BOOK STORES EVERYWHERE 


OXFORD 


America’s Gift BIBLE Since 1675 
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surely God would make a dollar invested for 
Him grow as rapidly as it does by the laws of 
trade made by man.” 

We do not lose when we invest our money 
for God. Some day we shall receive, with in- 
terest, all that we have given to Him. “And 
if a man will at all redeem aught of his tithes, 
he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof.” 

—High School Christian. 
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All Things:Through Christ 


Phil. 4:4-17. “Think on these things... 
Not because I desire a gift; but I desire fruit 
that may abound to your account.” 

An African girl wins The International 
Foundation Research scholarship for the Unt- 
versity of Syracuse, Syracuse, New York, 
tenable for one year. 

Capetown, South Africa, (Nov. 8, 1947, 
Reuters) reports that Stella Jacobs, Negro, 
former student of Capetown University, and 
the first non-European student of her sex to 
obtain a master of science degree in botany at 
the University, was awarded the Syracuse schol- 
atship. An appeal has been launched by the 
Cape Peninsula Joint Council of Europeans 
and Africans for funds to permit Miss Jacobs 
to take up the scholarship, which covers tuition 
and board, but not the $1,200.00_traveling ex- 
penses. 

Miss Jacobs, who got her degree with honors 
two years ago, and a bachelor of education de- 
gree last year, is now teaching at Uitenhage. 
Her father is a Capetown carpenter. Short of 
funds throughout her university career, Miss 
Jacobs paid her way by winning scholarships. 
Although she supplemented her income by pri- 
vate tutoring, she could not afford textbooks 
and all her study and reference work had to 
be done in the university and public libraries. 
She hopes to get her doctorate through the new 
scholarship, tenable for one year. 

“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm.” (Cowper) 

Here is a project of practical and divine 
origin for some missionaty-minded group in 
this great land of ours. 


2 
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Four, Not Three 


What Moses Saw.—Certainly I will be with 
thee (Golden Text)—Donald Morris said: 
“I think when God makes his presence felt 
through us, we are like the burning bush; 
Moses never took any heed what sort of bush it 
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_I, who am deathless, 


was—he saw only the brightness of the Lord.” 
—From George Eliot. 

The Fourth Man —Certainly I will be with 
thee’ (Golden Text).—We who believe that 
the Creator of the world still rules and guides 
our lives as we pass through it remember with 
a thrill just now the words of Shackleton as 
he recalled a march with two of his men in 
Georgia: “When I look back,” he said, “I 
have no doubt that Providence guided us, not 
only across those snowfields, but across the 
storm-white sea. I know that during that long 
and racking march of thirty-six hours over the 
unnamed mountains and glaciers of South 
Georgia it seemed to me often that we were 
four, not three. I said nothing to my com 
panions on the point, but afterward Worsley 
said to me, ‘Boss, I had a curious feeling on 
that march that there was another person with 
us. "’—Children’s Newspaper. 
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Her Alabaster Box 


; 
| 
Hudson Taylor tells us that after a great om 
sionary meeting at Cardiff, he received a lettet 
from a widow, who said: “I could not pu 
into your hands yesterday any money or jewels 
for my husband is dead and we have hatd 
shifts to live. But I have one jewel—my 
daughter. She has long wanted to go.- 
could not let her go from my care, but las 
night I gave my alabaster box of very precious 
ointment to Christ; and if you will see to het 
going out now, I will be glad to send her.’ 
—Sunday School Times. 
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Surrender : 
Psa. 127:1. “Except the Lord builds the 
house, they labor in vain that build it; ex- 
cept the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh, but in vain.” 


Let me hold lightly 
Things of this earth; 
Transient treasures, 
‘What are they worth? 
Moths can corrupt them, 
Rust can decay; 

All their bright beauty 
Fades in a day. 

Let me hold lightly 
Temporal things, — 


Let me hold fast, Lord, 
Things of the skies, 
Quicken my vision, 
Open my eyes! 
Show me Thy riches , 
Glory and grace, } 
Boundless as time is, 
Endless as space! 
Let me hold lightly 
Things that are mine— 
Lord, Thou hast giv’n 
All that is Thine! 
—Martha Snell Nicholson. 
PF _ 
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I, who wear wings! 


God’s Temple ; 
Isaiah 1:1-20. “Wash ye, make you clean; p 
away the evil of your doings.” ~ } 
As Isaiah’s vision of God’s glory was re 
vealed to him iri the Temple, he became mo 


“Look! Another Check 
from my MINISTER'S 
HEALTH <> 
Policy! 


There’s Nothing Like 
Financial Aid to 


Bring Peace 
of Mind 


Tt was a lucky day for 


this young minister when 


he decided to take out a 


icy with the Ministers 

Life and Casualty Union. Little did he know that he was going to be laid up 
| 
LY 
r 
B 
| 
| 


health and accident pol- 


from a fall. Now, every week he receives a check to help pay doctor’s bills and 


hospital expenses. 


YOU, too, if you are a full-time religious worker, can enjoy the protection of 
a low-cost, fully protected health and accident policy. You needn’t have an acci- 
dent, either, to benefit—any totally disabling illness brings you a steady income, 
whether at home or in the hospital. Write today for complete information. 


You'll be amazed at how much you get for so little! 


Mail Coupon Nou - Ho Obligation 


Open to All _—s=_s es eee ee ee 


4 
Professional, 1 MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
Full-time 1 100A West Franklin Avenue 
Religi Workers A Minneapolis, Minnesota 
nb hace 1 Gentlemen: Please send me complete information on your 

WE ALSO HAVE : “Special” Health and Accident policy. 
| LIFE INSURANCE, ee ee ee te ste 
RETIREMENT FUNDS, ' 
L and : (Address2.n. cin, ier ae City nce Stites a 
| EDUCATIONAL FUNDS Sige) Birthdate: ee ee Denomination................... : 
| = Mo. Day Yv. t 5 
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conscious of his own sin. So with the penitent 
Christian who presents himself at the foot of 
the altar; God’s glory and love magnifies man’s 
need of cleansing; man’s need of regeneration, 
being born anew in the spirit. Such was Peter's 
experience when he exclaimed, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 

It is this experience that causes most reborn 
men and women to be keenly conscious of their 
unworthiness. Men and women in need of re- 
birth may find some reasons for self-congratu- 
lations when comparing themselves with other 
worshippers; not so the soul who knows Him 
in His Perfect Holiness. Striving for some de- 
gree of worthiness of the grace He has be- 
stowed upon those who come seeking, is the 
true mark of rebirth—Wm. T. McElroy. 


< — 


Why Wear a Beaten Look? 


John 3:1-17. “God sent his Son... that the 
world through him might be saved.” 


The post-war years have increased the fears 
and anxieties of the human family. During 
the relentless war years, the besieged were too 
busy seeking protection to think of their retinue 
of newly born troubles; soldiers and_ sailors 
were too busy learning the arts of combat and 
defense to be greatly concerned of later civilian 
status; those supplying the equipment for war 
were too busy with production and wages to 
think much beyond the weekly payday. 

As we emerge from the morass of the 
troubles man has created for himself on this 
earth of physical things, let us take time to 
look about us, above the level of shortages, 
high prices, needs in stricken countries, ex- 
ports, the progress of the U. N., the claims of 
political parties, the endless reports of crime in 
newspapers and on the air,—let us put all this 
aside and join Nicodemus in this visit to Jesus, 
and see if we can get a new hold on life. Must 
we go at night? No, we can go anytime, be- 
cause it is written— 

“I am the door: by me if-any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture . . .’—(John 10:7-11). 

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven.” —(Matt. 
18:19-20). 

That which is done is history; that which is 
before us may bring hope and gladness to men 
on earth. Let us put aside our “beaten look”, 
our hopeless attitude. We have God’s promise 
that he who enters the door of spiritual life 
through Him will find pasture; we have His 
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promise that he who asks in His Name will 
receive. Let us enter the new year with the 
firm resolve to accept God at His Word; let us 
enter the door, let us ask His help in our plan 
for living —Edwin Metcalfe. 
eS 
Not by Flesh, But by Spirit 
Romans 13:12-14. “The night is far spent, 


the day is at hand, ... let us put on the 
armor of light.” ; | 
II Cor. 10:2. “As if we walked according to 


the flesh.” 


Dorothy Caruso never had to worry about 
“the new look’’; she had too many clothes. She 
never had to worry about clothes, at least not 
in the way many women do. Instead of beg: 
ging her husband for a new dress, she was 
burdened with the need for finding words to 
tell Enrico she didn’t know what to do with 
all the apparel she had. 

“As I knew nothing about clothes, Enrico 
selected my wardrobe. Since his ideas were on 
a grand scale, he began by ordering 15 evening 
frocks, 12 afternoon dresses, 8 tailored suits, 6 
topcoats, 12 evening wraps, 4 tea gowns, and 
12 house pajamas.” ’ 

Poor Dorothy got dizzy from all the fittings 
she had to attend and ‘wondered how I could 
bear my grim future of beautiful clothes.” En 
rico also bought her jewels to match every cos 
tume, and instead of enjoying her splendor, 
she spent all the time away from home worry: 
ing whether she had locked the safe. At times 
she thought lovingly of the simple convent 4 
forms she used to wear. N 


— q 
Look About You For Marvels of Life 


When I was a boy, I went to a school in 
London. We had a drawing teacher who be- 
longed to a family with a famous name in the 
world of art. His suits always smelled of to- 
bacco and Scotch moors. Those of us who 
took drawing lessons liked him very much, for 
he regarded most of us a hopeless lot, and 
usually—when his artistic mind was not in ex- 
treme pain—treated us in an easy manner and 
te us do things in class which were most agree 
able, 

One day the teacher said: ‘‘Now boys, each 
of you this afternoon must draw what yo 
imagine to be a marvelous creature. You un: 
derstand. Any remarkable, astonishing, and al- 
most incredible creature.” d 

That was fun, and we went at it with a will 
At the end of the hour, the teacher gathered uf 
the thick papers, and said: ‘Next week I will 


The Exposito 


| you who got the prize, if there were a 
HZe, which I regret to say there isn’t.” 
/ When the lesson time of the next week 
yne, we all trooped in, and our drawings were 
Jeng round the wall with thumbtacks. I had 
fine an impressive dragon with a very fiery 
pouth. Another boy had achieved a unicorn 
(‘th a gigantic single horn. Another portrayed 
fsplendid and terrific eagle with a human face 
laring some resemblance to our headmaster. 
mere was also a fearsome sea serpent with a 
ll winding all over the place, and there were 
rer freakish and monstrous creatures. Last 
all, there was a_ horse, quite beautifully 
wn and very much alive, but just a horse, 
ordinary horse, a cart horse it was intended 
be, I think. And some of us said to our- 
ives: ““There’s nothing wonderful about that. 
haat won't be counted.”’ 
“The drawing teacher said: “Almost all are 
etty bad. Some are better than others. But 
have expressed yourself with energy, and 
at is good. Pomeroy Minor, for instance, has 
it into the mouth of his dragon all the fire 
ed fierceness he would like to show himself. 
pit the prize, if there were a prize, goes to 
enwick Major for his horse.” 
‘We were staggered. We murmured. 
“Not at all. Not at all,” said the teacher. 
“here was no catch. First, I wanted to get 
e drawings from you, and got them. And 
cond, I wanted to find out how many of you 
aderstand that to an artist the real things are 
ays more remarkable than the unreal. A 
mother is more astonishing than a fairy 
-mother; your fathers heroically put up with 
fore than unicorn could do; a faithful dog is 
more wonderful than a dragon; and your 
wn courage will take you further than an 
egle’s wings.” 
I never learned to draw; but that is one ies- 
rm I do remember. And I think now that the 
tacher was helping us to have eyes unblinded 
- familiarity and to see beautiful surprises 
ong the things of common earth——Vivian 
Pomeroy, “The Christian Leader.” 
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Inner World 
zek. 8:12. "... for they say, The Lord seeth 
us not; the Lord hath forsaken the earth.” 
x. 32:7. “And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, 
get thee down; for thy people which thou 
_ broughtest out of the land of Egypt have 
| corrupted themselves. 
‘The spiritual deficiency of our day is due 
searly to over-absorption in the outer world 
mechanism, money, size, and speed. That 
sorld has needed our attention. By scientific 
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study of matter and motion, by exploration and 
experiment in the fields of chemistry, biology, 
engineering, astronomy, and medicine, men 
have doubled the average length of human life, 
multiplied many fold the educational opportun- 
ities of adolescents, more than doubled the real 
wages of workers, pushed famine and pestilence 
back to the frontiers of civilization, perfected 
printing, the radio, and motion pictures as 
means whereby human culture may be dissem- 
inated, and prepared the way for unprecedented 
advances toward abundance, security, and rich 
experience for all mankind. 

But in this absorption in the applications of 
physical science, we have neglected and even 
lost faith in the reality of the inner world. 
Unless this blunder can be corrected the values 
of our scientific triumphs will be lost, for 
values belong to the world of inner conscious- 
ness.—Hornell Hart, in ‘Personal Religion.” 
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God Took Him 


Matt. 24:26. “That hour knoweth no man.” 

Gen. 5:24. “And Enoch walked with God: 
and he was not; for God took him.” 

Luke 22:53. “But this is your hour.” 


“He was there, and then he wasn’t there,” 
explained the pilot of the Constellation, wing- 
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ing its way to Europe, 19,000 feet above th 
ocean recently, when the flight engineer disap 
peared through an opening in the fusilage 
while attempting to take instrument readings 
When the investigating committee pressed th 
pilot for details, he added, “J did not actual 
ly see him blown out. He was there, and thet 
he wasn’t there.” 

While the circumstances surrounding thi 
tragedy, 500 miles out from Newfoundland 
and over the ocean, startle us, the lesson & 
one of daily life. We are here, and then we 
aren't here. No one actually sees us depart 
ing this life, nor are we ready to witness the 
departure of a loved one. “No man knowett 
the hour...’ Those of us who accept liter 
ally God’s “Watch, therefore, ye know not the 
hour,” (Matt. 24:42) are placing ourselves in 
His keeping. . 
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Ambassadors 

(From page 552) 
what he says as his manner of saying it that 
counts.” ‘The love of Christ constrains us’, 
said the first Christians. God's saving and 
mighty deeds in Christ completely overflowed 
their hearts, enabling them to utter “‘the truth 
in love’, a young man was telling how . 
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had been won to Christ through Henry Drum: 
mond, who was so effective in dealing with co 
lege students in the Moody campaigns. The 
was something so sincere and manly ab 
Drummond's presentation of the Christian lif 
that he could not resist his appeal. But, wi 
must lift our eyes even higher than a Dr m 
mond, a Moody, a Spurgeon, a Phillips Brook 
if we would glimpse the consummate Amba 
sador. We must lift them to the One Who i: 
altogether lovely! I never tire of looking a 
Holman Hunt's painting, THE LIGHT OF 
THE WORLD. Gaze at it long, and prayer: 
fully, if you would become a skillful winnet 
of souls. He Who is the Light of the World 
stands before a door, knocking with His right 
hand, the while He holds a lantern in His left 
A crown of thorns is pressed down upon His 
forehead. He listens intently, for that door t 
be opened from within. He does not hamm 
at the door of our hearts! 
He awaits our decision: “ 


our evangelistic efforts should be to get men’ 
eyes off themselves and upon Him Who alo 
is the ““Chiefest among ten thousand”. 
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| Some of the most effective evangelistic work 
* today is being done by a group known as 
\lcoholics Anonymous, an organization, or bet- 
tr yet, a sustaining fellowship of men who 
ave won the hard battle against drink, and 
those aim it is to help others to a like victory. 
gake this instance: he was an only child, some- 
that spoiled, who, when he left for college, 
tll into the snare of social drinking. This 
abit soon wound its deceptive coils about him 
ntil,-in his chosen profession of medicine, he 
eas rendered practically useless. Cure after 
ire was vainly tried. Then, at long last, came 
eliverance! One who had himself been a 
cctim of drink, came “where he was’’ and had 
ympassion on him. This comparative stranger 
t underneath the burden of the defeated 
aan, brought him spiritual help at the point of 
zed, until Christ Himself stood knocking at 
is heart’s door, was invited in, and a life was 
aade new. And now listen: “What did this 
ew friend do or say that was different from 
that others had said or done? It must be 
>membered that I had read a great deal and 
lIked to everyone who knew, or thought they 
mew, anything about alcoholism. And I had 
arnestly tried religion.” The physician then 
des on to point out the secret: “He knew all 
1e answers from bitter personal experience. 
other words, he talked my language.” Does 
nat mean that we ourselves must have expe- 
eenced the moral defeat of those whom we 
sek to lead to a saving faith in Christ? Not 
- all. But it does mean that we are required 
» be sanely sympathetic and understanding, in 
ne spirit of the One Who was Himself 
empted in all respects like as we are, yet 
rithout sin.” 

own in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, 
eelings lie buried that grace can restore. 

ouched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, 


hords that are broken will vibrate once more.” 
That formerly defeated doctor found what 


saul and all of us down the centuries have 
und, in the great message of Reconciliation, 
healing and redemption at the point of hurt! 
The joy of God’s salvation restored unto us as 
ve lifted our eyes from ourselves to Him Who 
ved and gave Himself for us! When that 
ally happens to a man, woman, boy or girl, 
hers will be hearing about it! He must 
nate the greatest thing that has happened to 
im. He will be saying, with the radiant of 
e ages, ‘Now we are ambassadors for Christ, 
od making His appeal through us. We be- 


ECONCILED UNTO GOD!” 
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An act of mercy implies sympathy with, 
not for, the person in need. 
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® 510 hymns familiar 
and precious, tested 
new material. 

* 67 Scripture read- 
ings for every season; 
also Introits, Benedic- 
tions, Lord’s Prayer 
and Apostles’ Creed;a 
complete service book. 
© Fullindexes of Top- 
ics, Authors, Com- 
posers, Titles, First 
Lines, Tunes, etc. 

* Descants to estab- 
lished tunes—a_ pop- 
ular feature. 

® Tarnish-proof_ lac- 
quered cloth binding, 
reinforced and gold 
stamped,tinted edges. 


® Full orchestration. 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Write for a sample of this distinguished book, 
which has brought new life and vigor to thou- 
sands of churches. See for yourself its surpas- 
sing worth and usefulness. 


Meets the Needs of Every Church 


Adopted by 27 Denominations in 48 states and 
other lands. Satisfies every spiritual need, meets 
every musical requirement. Lacquered cloth 
binding, gold stamped; $95.00 a 100, not prepaid. 


SAMPLE ON REQUEST. Write name and 
address on margin. Clip and mail for return- 
able sample. Give Church and Denomination. 


HOPE PUBLISHING | 


ESTABLISHED 1892 


only the best in song books CoM PANY 


5701-V7 West Lake Street, Chicago 44, Ill. 
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Metal ENVELOPE HOLDERS 


A serviceable combination 
envelope holder that will 
harmonize with most church 
' pews. Black and gold poly- 
‘chrome, takes 234-inch en- 
velope. 


| $20.00 PER HUNDRED 
THE JUDSON PRESS 


| Dept. 401 -- 1703 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA | 


<= PUBLIC SPEAKERS —— 


Let us render you a prompt, scholarly, indi- 
vidual and original Literary_ Service according 
to your own specification and at the following 
rates: 


Sermons’: sieseres sete oe $ 6.00 per 1000 words 
SDEeChes,» CbCie ete 7.50 per 1000 words 
Ghostwriting Short Stories i 

and) Novels... 222 8.95 per 1000 words 
Special Research and 

Technical Subjects ......... 15.00 per 1000 words 


(MINIMUM) 
12 Printed Sermons for only $4.95 inclusive 
CONTINENTAL WRITERS’ AND SPEAKERS’ 
BUREAU 
210 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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GOD CONFRONTS 
MAN IN HISTORY 
Henry Sloane Coffin 


As a presentation of the Christian faith, 
this work covers the basic Christian con- 
victions with clarity and conciseness. Its 
stress upon history is an effort to render 
the Gospel relevant to the situations in 
which we are now living. $2.50 


|| THE INVISIBLE ENCOUNTER 
Igor I. Sikorsky 


A prominent scientist and inventor, who 
has already written on the Christian 
faith in The Message of the Lord’s 
Prayer, is the author of this moving plea 
for a present-day re-dedication to spiri- 
tual values. His argument is based on a 
searching study of the temptations of 
Jesus. $2.00 


THE PASTORAL EPISTLES 


Burton Scott Easton 


The New Testament books I and II 
Timothy and Titus (generally known 
as the Pastoral Epistles because they deal 
with the duties of a minister in caring 
for his people) have long required a 
new and original commentary of this 
sort for non-technical readers. $3.00 


ON the MEANING of CHRIST 
John Knox 
A fresh, vigorous approach to the sig- 
nificance of Christ for Christian faith. 
This is the third volume in a series on 
the meaning of Christ of which the 


other two are The Man Jesus Christ and 
Christ the Lord. $2.50 


THE GOODLY FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE PROPHETS 


John Paterson 


These studies—historical, religious, and 
expository—of the Hebrew Prophets 
throw clarifying light on those majestic 
figures of the Old Testament. It is a 
valuable addition to every religious 
bookshelf. $3.00 


at all bookstores 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, N. Y. 
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ON THE MEANING OF CHRIST 
By John Knox. Scribner. 117 pp. $2.50. 

The eight chapters in this volume constitute, in large 
part, the William Belden Noble Lestures delivered in 
Harvard University in 1947. The author, who is Bald 
win Professor of Sacred Literature at Union Theological 
Seminary, approaches his theme more from the stand: 
point of faith and experience than that of history and 
fact. He does not seek to tell the story of Jesus’ life. 
His purpose is rather to interpret the life of Jesus im 
the light of history. His chapters deal with such themes 
as: THE FACT OF REVELATION, THE REVEALING 
EVENT, THE EVENT AND ITS PARTS and THE 
PERSON and THE GOSPELS, THE MIRACLES, THE 
STORY, and THE CHURCH. A helpful concluding touch 
is an index of Names and Subjects together with Scrip- 
tural passages. 

Ministers will find an especial advantage in Professor 
Knox’s book. It delves directly into theological prob- 
lems and difficulties and handles these matters with 
clarity and discernment. It brings a sound approach 
to all doctrines of faith and that without being dull or 
obscure. It will stimulate thought, with great insight, 
along the lines that have compelled men to ask pro- 
found questions concerning Jesus, the Christ. Finally, 
it will lead the reader to a renewal of faith and a 
fresh avowal of purpose like that which changed fisher 
men long ago into ‘fishers of men”, and sinners into 
saints. 

In view of both the Advent and Lenten Seasons com- 
ing, up, this book ought to find a welcome place in 
everyman’s library— John W. McKelvey. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO JESUS FOR THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 
By R. W. Stewart. Macmillan. 127 pp. $1.75. 


Doctor Stewart, minister of Killermont Parish Chur 
Glasgow, has given us one of the most thought-provok- 
ing interpretations of Jesus available in this short bu 
stimulating volume. He makes his approach throu 
eight chapters with the dominant idea that Jesus is a 
person in history capable of being understood and ap- 
preciated by the twentieth century on the same terms 
as the first century. He regards Jesus as a man who 
responded to His divine calling with. all the inte i 
gence and passion of which His soul was capable, and 
who achieved for Himself the place He came to occupy 
because He brought both purpose and consecration t 
the living of His days. His delineation of Jesus’ 
career, in its relationship with that of John the Bap- 
tist, is fresh and startling, chiefly because it seeks te 
account for the Master’s life, not from the standpoint 
of the after ages but from the viewpoint of His o mm 
generation and His own struggle with the spiritual 
lethargy and bigotry of His time. 

The author goes on to discuss how Jesus began His 
active ministry, how He ran into the opposition of th e 
Pharisees, and how He faced His doom. His chap 
ter on the significance of Jesus’ death is unusually 
well done, as well as the chapter on the emergence 
of Christianity. The final chapter on the newer phil 
osophy and the modern approach to Jesus is less effes 
tive than the others but contains some very suggestiv: 
thinking. ’ = 

Ministers and laymen alike will find his book extreme 
ly helpful in the light of present-day viewpoints anc 
studies. Its good common sense as much as its spir 
tual acumen, makes it a desirable book for _ ever 


fy 
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fristian’s library. Its sincerity and directness of ap- 
yeach commend it and deeply characterize its pages.— 
mn W. McKelvey. 


ILE PROTESTANT PULPIT 
Andrew W. Blackwood. 
}} pp. $2.75. 


fHere are thirty-nine sermons by leading Protestant 
veachers from the Reformation to our present day, 
mpiled by Andrew W. Blackwood. Dr. Blackwood is 
wvell-known authority in the field of preaching and all 
Il find his selection of preachers and sermons stimu- 
jing. The book is divided into two sections. The first 
fttion, “Masters in Other Days”, include sermons by 
th men as Martin Luther, John Wesley, Phillips 
jooks, Dwight Moody, and others. The second section, 
dasters in Our Own Day”, include sermons by men 
ee George Buttrick, Karl Barth, Walter Maier, Joseph 
rrt Newton, Leslie Weatherhead, and others. Dr. 
ackwood has attempted to keep away, with a few ex- 
potions, from sermons which appear in other collec- 
ms. You will find here a variety of styles of preach- 
y and thelogical viewpoints. 

““The book,” says Dr. Blackwood, “has grown out of 
ag experience as a teacher of ministerial students and 
an adviser of parish ministers. Thirty years of study 
iout preaching seem to show that the best approach 
‘through history, and that the best way to improve 
ee’s pulpit work is through the study of sermons. At 
me early stage almost every master preacher has 
ade a study of printed sermons of former divines.” 
“The Protestant Pulpit’? was compiled to help three 
wads of readers: seminary students, parish ministers, 
ed laymen. Here is an opportunity for a pastor to do 
aboratory work’ among some of the great sermons of 
past and present. The layman will find here a dif- 
ent and interesting approach to Protestantism. Dr. 
szackwood never ceases to be a teacher. The book 
«ds with an appendix: “How to Study a Sermon”, 
ooks for Study in this Field’, and “Biographical 
edex of Authors’. You will find it stimulating and 
warding. Meredith J. Sprunger. 


Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


E SMALL TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH 
Edwin A. Hunter. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 143 pp. $1.50. 


“This book is based on the Slover Lectures which the 
author delivered at Southwestern University, George- 
wh, Texas, in July, 1946. It is concerned with the 
ivities of the church in communities of less than 
00 people. The author discusses in detail the rela- 
n of the church and the land, community health, 
reation, community agencies, and ways the church 
an serve the rural community. The Rev. Mr. Hunter 
editor of the Southwestern Advocate but has spent 
ost of his ministry serving as pastor and district su- 
»syintendent in the rural areas of Texas. He has a 


sep understanding and appreciation of the rural 


urch, 


“The time has come,” he says, ‘for our churches to 


svaken to their responsibility.and opportunity in rural | 


smerica. ‘There was a time when a Sunday preaching 
sryice and a church-school service seemed to suffice, 
ut that day has passed. We must have a new and 


nlarged program of service to meet the needs of this 


ay in which we live.” Mr. Hunter points out that an 
erwhelming proportion of the leadership of the coun- 
+y comes from the rural areas. He shows that the life 
the city church is really carried on by those who 
ye their roots in the country. The book fairly bristles 
ith facts and statistics. Every pastor should have this 
k in his library for this reason alone. — 
The purpose of the book is not inspirational but 
idactic and informational. The author says that it 
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LAURA GEBHARD 


AN IDEAL 
GIFT FOR THE 
FIRST LADY 
OF, YOUR 
PARSONAGE 


A truly delightful story from the pages of 
a bride’s journal. It tells, with gentle 
chucklings and fresh simplicity of the trials 
and triumphs she and her preacher-husband 
experienced in three small country parishes. 
Dr. Arthur Hewitt says: “I sat down to 
give Rural Parish a preliminary look, and 
then never left it until it was finished.” 
The charming sketches are by Janet Smalley. 
$1.50 


WORLD CHRISTIANITY 


YESTERDAY - TODAY - TOMORROW 
by HENRY P. VAN DUSEN 


“This significant and fascinating book works 
into a perspective which is new but con- 
vincing and moves on to a vision which is 
contagious and compelling. It is a great 
and good and realistic challenge to all 
Christians everywhere. ’—Christian Century. 
$2.50 


THE PROTESTANT 


P U L P | T ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 


A new anthology of 39 master sermons 
from the Reformation to our own day. 
“From this anthology, the central faith of” 
Protestantism emerges with force and clarity. 
From start to finish this faith centers in 
Jesus Christ.”—Pulpit Book Club Bulletin. 
$2.75 


Mall Bookslores . 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
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was “undertaken with the hope of dignifying and mag- 
nifying the importance of our rural work and of bring- 
ing to pastors and leaders a new sense of responsibility 
for service in the rural field.” The last chapter con- 
tains brief biographical sketches of successful rural pas- 
torates.—Meredith J. Sprunger. 


THROUGH THE CHURCH. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 156 pp. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
By Frank M. McKibben. 

The author is convinced that one of the main causes 
of the ineffectiveness of Protestant educatién is a lack 
of a philosophy of religious education as it relates to 
the local church. His purpose in writing this book is to 
give religious educators an adequate philosophy of 
Christian education. 

Dr. McKibben has succeeded in lucidly presenting this 
philosophy and gives practical suggestions of synchroniz- 
ing the educational program of the church with such a 
philosophy. Protestants hardly need to be told that 
religious instruction is the weakest point in their church 
life. The author, who is a professor of religious educa- 
tion in Garrett Biblical Institute, in this book is touch- 
ing Protestantism at its weakest point.—J/. J. Sessler. 


COMMON-SENSE LIVING 
By Herbert Winston Hansen. 
151 pp. $1.50. ; 

This is the first full-length book of the Rev. Herbert 
W. Hansen, pastor of the Community Baptist Church at 
Searsdale, New York. It is written out of a rich ex- 
perience of ministering to people. This book, in the 
words of the author, “attempts to give the reader an 
elementary understanding of what he is and how he 
functions as a living, thinking person. It is an attempt 
to show how his mind works—what his choices, habits, 
fears, prejudices, and instincts do for him. It is an 
attempt to show how elementary psychology can con- 
tribute to fulness of life.” 

Pastor Hansen does just that—it is-a fine book to put 
into the hands of laymen. There are twenty interest- 
ingly written chapters. The chapter headings are sug- 
gestive of their vital contents: . Making Your Own En- 
vironment, The Power of Suggestion, Christianizing Our 
Instincts, Channeling Emotion into Power, “Managing 
Our Moods, Living in Several Dimensions, etc. It is 
written to give mental and emotional stability to ‘its 
readers. i 

Its value to pastors, beyond its stimulating insights 
and homiletical suggestiveness, is its profusion of good 
illustrations and excellent use of biblical material. It 
is a good reference book for ‘“life-situation” preaching. 
Common-Sense Living is written in nontechnical lan- 
guage and is a popular presentation of ways of daily 
living that are based on psychology and the vital truths 
of the Bible. The author’s closing paragraph: ‘‘Com- 
mon sense, a little psychology, and Christ can give us 
what we need: the ability to discipline and channel 
our faculites and powers so that they will build for 
several dimensions in life. Christian character and sat- 
isfaction in living come in a wholeness of life where 
breadth, length, depth, and height all balance each 
other. Christian living at its best is healthy, wholesome, 
and broad-guaged.’—Meredith J. Sprunger. 


Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


BIBLE SURVEY 
By William Hendriksen. 
$4.50. 


This is a source book of biblical information compiled 
by the professor of New Testament Literature of Calvin 
Seminary. It was not written as a work on Bible In- 
terpretation, Bible History, or Bible Introduction. It is 
somewhat all three rolled into one. Mr, Hendriksen has 


Baker Book House. 474 pp. 
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written it in a style readily understood by the high 
school student; yet, with enough scholarly material that 
the minister and Bible student will find it equally help- 
ful. 
It is written from the standpoint of the conservative: 
theologian, but as it is written largely from a praca 
point of view, this will not greatly limit the usefulness 
of this book for those who may not share the author’s- 
theological view point. The many charts, lists, and out- 
lines make this volume a valuable reference book for 
the Bible student or teacher of religion.—Meredith J. 
Sprunger. ; 


TOLA i 
By Anabel Walker. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.00. 3 

This is a remarkable book. It combines a thorough 
knowledge of the Bible, a knowledge of Biblical times” 
and customs with a true novelist’s art. Tola, the prin 
ciple character, was a young shepherd on the plains of 
Bethlehem, when the angels sang ‘‘Peace on Earth, Good 
Will to Men.” Tola was also one of the thieves cruci-. 
fied with Christ, the one who cried out to be remem- 
bered. In between those two events is crowded a 
thrilling drama in which appear Herod, Nicodemus, 
Jesus, the High Priest, and many others. Many of the 
scenes from the gospels are woven into the drama in 


an effective and reverent manner. Human emotions, 
poliiteal maneuvering, woman’s anguish, man’s inhu- 


manity to man, greed and selfishness, as well as the 
overshadowing presence of God, are ali woven into a 
delightfully different story.—C. F. Banning 


JESUS: WHAT MANNER OF MAN 
By Henry J. Cadbury. Macmillan. 123 pp. $2.25. 


Professor Cadbury presents, through the medium 0 
the Shaffer Lectures at the Yale Divinity School, a 
series of fresh studies of the Man Christ Jesus. He 
approaches the interpretation of Jesus by asking si 
pertinent questions: Is not this Jesus? Whence this 
wisdom? Why speakest Thou in parables? What is 
this? New teaching! How knoweth this man? and 
By what authority? Each question leads into a thought- 
provoking chapter of probing insight and re-appraisal 
Without becoming too technical the author opens up 
angles and viewpoints that bring startling and refresh- 
ing truths to the surface and make one newly ac- 
quainted, as it were, with this Teacher come from God. 

The reader must not expect to find in these six sho 
chapters the scope or attempt at a life of Jesus. He 
ought not to look for a theological vignette of the 
Master, for the interests of the author are centered 
almost completely in the human approach, in under- 
standing Jesus the Man, the Teacher, and the Proph 
No reader will read to the end without a new appre 
ciation of the life and spirit of Jesus and without much 
profitable study on the greatest life ever lived. 

Since the chapters were essentially lectures in the 
first place, they will appeal to the lay as well as cler 
ical mind. They read easily and maintain a lively in- 
terest from start to finish—John W. McKelvey. ; 


I GO TO CHURCH 
A First Reader, by Marcella Pruch. 
Patton. Cloister Press. Paper. $.25. 


This little first reader is on the type of the ordinary 
school readers, but uses instead the facts and truths of 
the Church and the Church school. I tried it out ¢ 
my small granddaughter,, and she insisted that I re 
it from cover to cover, and when I finished, she clam 
bered, ‘‘More! More!” It evidently is admirably adapt 
to the needs and in the spirit of the age group 
which it was intended.—Charles Haddon Nabers. ~ 
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p:wers of Wood 
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Where is the familiar legend of the shoe 
jttory which comes to the fore at this point. 
was equipped with the most up-to-date ma- 


nery. Its stockpile consisted of the most 
«gant leather. Its management and _ labor, 


fployer and employee from the top to the 
ttom, were of the finest sort. And it is 
1, that if you were to enter that factory at 
y7 time of a working day you would find 
lrrybody busy, machinery running, materials 
Wing, in fact everything in tip-top order 
cept for one thing—they never made any 
ves. The very purpose for which the factory 
ss built was thus frustrated and unfulfilled. 
Buch a factory has no more right to exist 
un the fig tree that bore no fruit but merely 
rrumbered the ground, or than we ourselves 
io have been. given work to do but wander 
palessly and empty-handedly in the earth. 
No, we may have the lowest assignment on 
: list of heavenly chores, but the important 
mg to remember in hewing our wood and 
hiwing our water is this, that we are workmen 
tthe Lord, we are builders together with God. 
2, in addition to the captains and elders, 
ve made a covenant with the Eternal to do 
ss commands. 
There is a sentence in our Ritual which | 
enk is exceedingly helpful: “‘Consecrate with 
ty presence the way our feet may go; and 
> humblest work will shine, and the roughest 
ices be made plain.” 
Of all the applications possible for this sub- 
e truth let me stress today its relation to 
service and sacrifice within the fellowship 
the Church. I want you to think of this 
1urch, not ‘‘as the fellowship for worship and 
service of al] who are united to the living 
ord,” as we repeat in one of our Affirmations 
Faith, but ‘‘as the fellowship for worship 
ed for service of you, and you, and you,” in 
rt, of each one of us specifically and indi- 
Hually. I want you to think of your latent 
pacities, your unused gifts and powers, your 
Hden light, your buried talent. And then I 
int you to think of all the things that need to 
done, the conspicuous and the inconspicuous 
ings, the more highly regarded things and 
menial chores, and I want you to ask your- 
lf, “What ought, what can I do to keep 
ith with the Lord my God, to set God’s 
‘ople free, to stand unashamed in Christ’s 
sad as His workman?” And then, whether 
‘captains and elders, or as hewers of wood 
d drawers of water, let each of us this forth- 
ming year determine, God being our Helper, 
fulfill our destiny aright. 
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DOCTORS 


AT 
BENTLEY &SIMON: 


Announce your services by means of our 
Sermon Subject Cards, our 1948 Calendar, 
or either our four or six page Litho Folders. 


WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLES 
Church Bulletins a Specialty—50e per 100 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. — 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
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Communion Tables -Pulpits-Chairs 


00 ree IL 


ie ¥ y : 
7 Altars- Lecterns - Baptismal Fonts 


Send for Illustrated Catalogues 


J. P. REDINCTON & CO. 


DEPT. C SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


ns ! Individual 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY | 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the se 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- ©& 
hogany, oak or walnut in @ 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup “Qirm, 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE Zz 
Box 396-Dept. E. ; Rochester 2, N. Y. — 
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For Missionary and Special Offerings 
These boxes are so constructed that 
the money cannot be removed with- 
out destroying the box. 
EDWARDS FOLDING BOX CO. 
Mfrs. of Folding Paper Boxes 
of all kinds 
25 N. Sixth St., Philadelphia 
Sample of various styles sent on 


receipt of 25 cents upon request. 
Catalog Free. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Marking 110 years of service 1947 


to the church and clergy 


cOx SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12. KY. 


Large selection of fine materials, rea. 
sonably priced; write for catalogue C-17 
(choir robes) or P-17 (pulpit robes). 


1000 N. Market 117.N.Wacker 366 Fifth Ave. 
Champaign, Ill. Chicage 6, Ill. NewYerk 1, LY. 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware 


NOW AVAILABLE 
Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


497 BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED 49 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates - 
Experience over 25 years - No duplicates sold. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue New York City 


FOLDING TABLES 


q 
q 
{ FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 
4 


WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED 


EXCLUSIVELY BY 


THE MONROE COMPANY, INC. 


7O CHURCH ST: COLFAX; 1OWA 
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Wlid-Week Suggestions 


I. That Thy Way Be Known 
Upon the Earth 


Organ: “Largo” —Handel. 

Invocation: ‘‘God be merciful unto us, and 
bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us. 
That thy way may be known upon earth, thy 
saving health among all nations.” ‘3 

Hymn: “Love Divine, All Love Excelling.” 

Psalm: 105, responsively. | 

Hymn: “My Soul, Be on Thy Guard.” 

Scripture: Matt. 28:18-20. 2 Thess. 3:5; 


3:16. 
Hymn: “Hark, Hark, My Soul.” 
Meditation: According to statistics, there are 


some over 2 billion people living on this earth, of 
which only a small portion know of the Bible, and 
of Jesus Christ and His love and sacrifice for all 
men. Some of those who do not know the Son of 
God, and his offer of salvation, are right in this 
community, living next door to us, within the shadow 
of the church. Many believe that’ making known 
the way of salvation” to others requires some kind 
of crusade; a special season, special emotional stress, 
and special budgets and committees; in other words, 
they believe it is a season of adventure, while the 
rest of the time we walk a given path, from which 
no light is cast across the way to the man, woman, 
or child, still a stranger to Jesus Christ, and his 
mesage. ; 
Making known HIS WAY is a matter of living it, 
hour by hour, in our goings and comings, our good- 
mornings and good-nights, our neighborhood con- 
tacts, our buying and selling. It is a continuous, 
never-ending adventure in everyday living. The story 
is told of a woodsman, fishing for salmon in one 
of the streams of our great northwest. .A woman 
watching the fishermen catch the salmon on theif 
way upstream, asked, “Don’t any of the salmon swim 
downstream where it is easier to get away?” Al- 
though the current was strong and forceful, the sal- 
mon were fighting their way upstream against it 
and the woodsman answered, “Lady, the live ones 
keep swimming against the current. When they stop 
doing that, they are dying; only the salmon that are 
done for go with the stream.’’ After landing a few 
more salmon, he added, “It’s the same way with most 
things, certainly with people. You have to keep 
going against the current, if you want to stay lives 
While living His Way, and making Him known t 
those who have not yet found” Him, requires goi 
against the current of life, we know it is the only 
way that progress is made, the only way to “‘staj 
alive ourselves.”-—(Keeler). 


Hymn: “Soldiers of Christ, Arise.” 
Reader: From Arthur Guiderman’s poem 
“Education.” 


No printed word nor spoken plea 

Can teach young hearts what men should be, 

Not all the books on all the shelves 

But what the teachers are themselves, 

Can change the hearts of men. 
Hymn: ‘O Maker of the Sea and Sky.” 
Prayer: (For courage and grace to live that whic 

we profess to believe, so men may see the light 
God’s love through us.) 


~~ 
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Hlymn: 
gthty.” 
Yrgan: “March in F Flat’—Stewart. 


“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 


| Each Day A New Day 

“The Answer’—Wolstenhbolme. 
yrvocation: “It is a good ‘thing to give 
nks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto 
7 name, O Most High.” 

Hymn: ‘There's a Light Upon the Moun- 


regan: 


Psalm: 


102, responsively. 
ynin: 


“I Need Thee, Precious Jesus.” 
‘cripture: Acts 9:1-22. 
Hilymn: ‘Guide Me, O Thou Great Jeho- 


> 


‘astor: “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do2” 
kl on the road to Damascus was confronted with a 
zat light and a voice from Heaven; when he found 
maself, he said, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
and the Lord gave him directions. The new 
at of each day confronts each one of us with the 
me great opportunity, the same new decisions, 
ach came to Paul. 
>aul was on the wrong road at the time, so far 
this actions, and his plans were concerned; yet, 
gause he was willing to ask God what he wanted 
m, Paul, to do, he turned about and went the 
xosite direction, according to the Lord’s desires. 
> have that same chance with each new day; we 
t put aside our plans, our failures, our desires of 
tterday, and ask God what He wants of us. When 
gives us directions, even though they may call 
a completé turn-about, we can achieve God's 
il only by following what He directs us to do. 
Many ask, How does one overcome fear? How 
2s one sidestep despair? How does one know 
aat is best in the face of present conditions? The 
swer to each and all such questions are, Ask God 
vat He wants you do do! Then do it, even though 
rmay mean a turn-about-face in your plans. God 
ees this world of men according to His plans. 
hen we ask, “Lord, what shall I do today?” He 
Il tell us, and it is up to us to do it. (Read Ezek. 
-:4)— (Blaise) 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
wader : 7 


“The greenest leaf, divided from its stem, 
To speedy withering doth itself condemn. 


The largest river, from its fountain head 
Cut off, leaves soon a parched and dusty bed. 


_ All things that live, from God their 
sustenance wait, 
The sun and moon are beggars at His gate.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
ame.” ie 
Organ: “Adeste Fidelis’ —W biting. 


I. Temples of Tomorrow - 


Organs ‘‘Pastorale Symphony’-—Handel. 
Invocation: “Ye that stand in the House 
the Lord, in the courts of the house of 
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PRINTOMATIC Post Card Stencil Duplica- 
tors $9.50 up. New Office Size Duplicators, 
Ililcos, Speedoprints. Excellographs $37.00 
up. All Makes Duplicators Supplies, Type- 
writers. Literature Free. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER SUPPLY CO. 
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GOWNS 
for the 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 


Albany, N. Y. 


Dependable Service 


485 Broadway 


Quality Materials, 


CHURCH WORSHIP AIDS 

Ask 
your dealer for this 
Larger Sized Birthday 
Offering Bank. sB130 +.00 


Serd for wmplile Bode 
SUDBURY BRASS GOODS CO. 


55 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON 14, MASS. 


tieateD CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices | 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Dept. E 


the Lord, Praise the 
good.”—Psa. 135. ae ee . 
Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty King.” 


Lord, for the Lord is 
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a BRONZED COPPER } 


CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
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ART BRONZE TABLETS 
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W L CLARK COMPANY. Inc 
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SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Church Windows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808-N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 
; Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, j 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 


Catalog Free on request 
THE C. E. WARD Co. 
New London, Ohio 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
‘HARTFORD, CONN. 
INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 


Established 1873 


SCHANTZ 


Organ Company 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 


i] Member Associated Organbuilders of America 


Psalm: 80, responsively. 

Hymn: “O for a Closer Walk With God.” 
Scripture: Judges 6:7-24; I Cor. 3:9-23. 
Hymn: “O Saviour of Our Race.” 


Pastor: On the eve of a new year, we should gain 
courage from the study ° of Ss in the book of 
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Judges; a man of the people, without office or powe 
among His people; without riches, yet Almighty Ge 
saw fit to use Him in building a new and better dé 
for the people of Israel. The Spirit of the Los 
clothed Himself with Gideon! Gideon who claime 
to be the least member of the least family of th 
least tribe, yet God made Him the walls of His sam 
tuary; the temple in which God would do His wor 
drous works. 

Paul asks the Corinthians “Know ye not that H 
are the temple of God?’’ We are asked to answe 
this same question NOW, as we come face to th 
face with the seemingly unsolvable questions thru: 
wes the world of men. ‘Know ye not the YE a1 
: ’ We are the temple of living God when Hi 
presence abides within us; when we face our worl 
our duties, our rest time, our recreation, our dec 
sions with full knowledge "of His presence within ou 
hearts. We may consider ourselves dim lights 4 
the life of a community, the life of the church; w 
may consider ourselves the least of all voices in th 
nation, yet, God, the Creator of the Universe, ma 
say to us as He said to Gideon, “The Lord is wit 
thee, thou mighty man of valor!” What will ou 
answer be? We need “mighty men and women 0 
valor’ at present, whose hearts are the temples o 
the Lord; men and women who have the courage t 


say, “Here am I, Lord, send me! a 
Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” 
Reader: “Souls Are Built,’ Susan Cooledge. 


Souls are built as temples are— 
Sunken deep, unseen, unknown 

Lies the sure foundation stone 

Then the courses framed to bear 

Lift the cloisters pillared fair, 

Last of all the airy spire, 

Soaring heavenward, higher and higher, 
Nearest sun and nearest star. 


. 
% 
q 
. 
4 
Souls are built as temples are— 
Inch by inch in gradual rise 
Mount the layered masonries. 
Warring questions have their day, 
Kings arise and pass away, : 
Laborers vanish one by one, ~ 
Still the temple is not done, 4 
Still completion seems afar. ; 
Souls are built as temples are— 
Here a carving rich and quaint, 
There the image of a saint; 
Here a deep-hued pane to tell 
Sacred truth or miracle; 
Every little helps the much, 
Every careful, careless touch 
Adds a charm or leaves a scar. 


Souls are built as temples are— 

Based on Truth’s eternal law, 

Sure and steadfast, without flaw. 

Through the sunshine, through the snows, 
Up and on the building goes; 

Every fair thing finds its place, 

Every hard thing lends a grace, 

Every hand may make or mar. 


(I Gol. 3:16-17. 
~Jesus Christ.’’) 

Hymn: “Thou Art the Way.” RE: 

Prayer and Benediction. 

Hymn: “Soldiers of Christ, Arise.” 

Organ: ‘‘March in E Flat’—Faulkes. 


“Do all in the name of the Lot 
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871, 407, rie 447, 449, 458, 530 


» ember, 1947 


GENERAL 


Faith, 
Faith, Nabers...... 
Faith, Nygaard 
Faith, Young 


Helfenstein 217 


Faith That Functions.......... accel 357 
or) ee eee 174, 204, 228, 804 
Fanaticism, Meckel ........ we 68 
Father and Son... 304, 508 
pase ne Se Ce ae ee 472 
Finding Texts, Hamilton.. 225 


Fire Hazard, 
Forgiveness 


LONG. 


Wreedomiesee. =. 817, 819, 328 
Fullness of God, Young 330 
Funeral Prayers ......... we. 124 


Gethsemane ...... 
God, Adams...... 
God, Poem, Leichliter a 
OVA 5 oc) tee Re 74, 128, 142,.172, 191 
Good Friday....66, 122, 126, 127, 296 
Gospel by Mail... 
Gratitude 

Great Men 
Heating and Ventilating 
Handicaps, Hahn ............ 
Happiness, Burnham . 

Heroism eee 


Hobbies o.oo oS ee 

Holy Week................ 78, 129, 136, 
161, 185, 416 

Holy Sprites. en ere 336 

Home... = 227, 228, 252, 296. 
304, 338, 461 

Honesty 

Hope 


Hope, Defense “of, Meckel.. 
Hope for Humanity........... a 
Illustrated Sermons ...................- 453 

Illustrations........ 34, 88, 141, 189, 
242, 294, 337, 418, 468, 519, 570 

Immortality............ 118, 123, 138, 
161, 165 186, 189 

TIMPOLO NC ee 
Indifference, Cully . 
Indifference 
Influence 
Inspiration Service 
Installation, Wingfield 
Installation Service .. 
TE) Wiow't Scour. 5.55 -sscccec stone 

Jesus Christ - os 

Junior Pulpit ak 
187, 239, 
Kindness 
Labels, Smith -... 
Labor-Management ... 
Language, Braunstein ..........---- 270 
Lazarus Laughed, Tiemeyer...... 165 
Lenten Season..72, 78, 122, 123, 296 
Viberty 2 2207, 242, 244 


Life, Harkness 113 
LAncon = s=-- 120 
Liquor Advertising - 400 
Loneliness. .......-..<:-.- 297 


Lord’s Day, Meckel. 
Lord’s Acres .z....... 
Marvels of Life - 
Men.) .28-cee- 46, 47, 61, 134, 
149, 304, 306 
Men, Mobilized, Meckel............. 11 
Methods, Sprunger’ .....---.---2-+------« 495 
Mid-Week Plans........ 45, 98, 148, 
202, 230, 304, 426, 480, 530 
Midweek Suggestions ee 582 
Ministers and Missionaries ...... 555 
Missions ..........----- 72, 227, 362, 456 


ams 
IMOther seer 173, 271, 304, 873 


-Motion eee ore 22, 28, 144, 


175, 274, 403, 404, 455, 506 

Neighbors ........--------:-----:-essct+ 504 
New Year....2.:2:-: Tt, lay 2aye2t, 
82, 34, 45, 47, 549, 551, 

554, 557, 574, 583 


1THE ANNUAL INDEX — VOLUME XLIX 
JANUARY, 1947 — THROUGH — DECEMBER, 1947 


New Years, McKelvey 
Now As Then, Fleming... eae 
Ordination Charge, James...:..... 223 


Ourselves, Locating, 

Braanaveniy vn... eee 369 
Outlines, Nabers ... 416 
Pazeaneny y= Seg ee ee ee 454 


Parish Assets 
Patriotism |... 
Passover 
PCaCO reco ch ete. 70, 141, 202, 
398, 399, 401, 498 
Personal Influence d 
Politics! —— 
Prayers.52 


41, 46, 274, 278, 
399, 468, 480, 522 


ay 


Prayer: CHYOtt «oi cee 
Prayer, Week of 
Preaching -i.....2:655..<. 
Preaching, Boreham ....... 

Preaching Program, Thomas.. 
Preaching Today 
Progress = 
Prose, Tragedy of, Braunstein. 270 


Protestantism, Meckel ate. nose 391 
Public Schools, Free, Morgan.... 357 
Race) Relations: 2. Aa 75, 262 


Radio, Influence... 


Ramparts We Watch, Meckel 
Redemption 


Regeneration 215 
Relizion; = es 69 
Religion, Ottinger 564 


Religious Freedom... 
Religious Teaching 


Resurrection............ 

Rural Church, Mvueller................. 445 
Rural Church Drama. = ek 
Salvation ~..2.72:..5....- 328, 330 
Samaritan Woman ..... 867 
Seek Thy God (Poem)................ 10 
Sermons.............. 24, 76, 127, 178, 


405, 458, 510, 560 


See a ee 168, 182, 229 
Social Crisis, Helfenstein 269 
Sociological Issue 9 
Sorrow 422 
Speeches 278 
Stewardship. 


142, 172, 191, pee 532, 556 
Suffering, Adams 
Sunday School Teachers.. 
Taking For Granted, Cully. 
axes ee 


Thanksgiving, Adams S 
Thanksgiving........ 168, 470, 519, 520 
Theological Issue » 167 
Tide, Rising, Mansereck 


Algie eveovde =< -eles 14 
Torn Sheets ...... . 120 
Tragedy (Peace), Adams. 559) 
Traveler, Hooper ........ eae beg 
Un. Centavo =i 121 
Under the Skin .... 321 
Vacations, Adams .. 267 
Vacation, Young ....... : .. 834 
Vacation Companionship - 

Victory f 


Visual Aids........ 22, 23, 144, 175, 
274, 408, 404, 455, 506 

Watch Night Program es 557- 

Way of eg Cay me ss 


Weddings ..... .220, 277 
Witnessing ...........- Licey ode saiwustarvaceeeee 275 
Witnesses, Meckel 447 
Word of God ....... .. 821 
Worship  ..........-.--. Gag ae oe 


Workin; Williams .... 


Your Challenge, Wingfield... 499° 
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Angels, Wise Men, 
Macartney 
Armistice, Siegart .. 
Authority, Tiemeyer 
Blood Precious, Maca tne Y.. 
Christmas, Braunstein 
Christian, Burnham 
Communion, Nygaard . 
Discipleship, Binns .......... 
Empty: Life, Helfenstein 
Faith, Nygaard 
Faith, Young ....... 
Faith, Christian, Nasby.. 
Gift of Life, Huffman......... 
God Still Works, Jordan 


God’s Census, TCC AN rr 


Being SUSSIOTS. ...-cnecscnsc-ce seers enabeees § 


Broken Rails ~. 
Christmas’ ~:......2.:. 

Contagious Kindne: 
Dust in Water ......... 
Falling Down. ........ 
Frying Pan, The 
Goat Dog 
Grownup Babies 


Folds Oni eet cet ce hee ee ee 


Alabaster Box 
America, Watch and Pray.. 
America, Which Way... 
Bar-room Law  ......... 
Battle of Faiths 
Beaten Look ........ 
Believing Is 
Better World ........ 
Bouquets-Rocks 
Brotherhood - 
Builders 
Building for Eternity.. 
Building Forever 
Byi Spirit: = occ: 
Character Building . 
Shildreny eee wea. d 
Christianity at Stake 
Cireus: Day 22%..5::2.4: 
Citizenship .... 
Clock of Life —... 
Comfort From God 
Compass Testing 
Cross, Flynv ....... 
Cup Restored .. 
Dawn,. DeVito ........ 
Deeper Than That.. 
Deity of Jesus... 
Despair ....... 
Discipline 
Dots 
Down the Path . 
Easter Morning . 
Education ...... 
Empty Church 
Enemy’s Love ..... 
Enough For All... 
Facing the Sun... 
Faith Rewarded .. 
Farewell Greeting . 
bathere ees os 
Faultfinders ........ 
Fear, Deliverance ....... 

_ Firemen Without Trucks. 
~ First Commandment .. 
_ Four, Not Three .... 
Freedom. ............... 
Fruit Growers 
Give Thanks. .... 
Givin Ge ee a a 
God Drcadcading. 
God Took Him .. 
God Wants You . 
God’s Temple ... 
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SERMONS 


Handicaps, ELON. cs xyecctesetee- 2 
Happiness, Burnham : 
Haunted Souls, 
Humble Ways, 
If A Man Die, Ballard... 
I Had Fainted, Macartney... eee 407 
Indifference, McKelvey .............. 409 
Interview at Well, Kovar.......... 367 
Iron Did Swim, Macartney........ 180 
Judge Not, Macartney...............--. 
Keeping What We Have, Wyle 336 
Like Old Garment, McKelvey... 460 
Locust Years, Macartney.........:. 2% 
Magnetic Pull, Cully......... 
Matthew, Nabers 
Ministry of Iumination. 
Wierwille 


Young. 
Nabers. 


JUNIOR SERMONS 


iin? The Bottle ccc sete eee 569 


Kite Flying ....:.... 187 
Learning to Skate ~ 86 
Life's: Blots 225... 466 
Life’s Snowdrifts _. 415 
Little Lamp-Lighters .- 292 


LOstie che ote fo 1. 188 


Making an Artist... 32 
Miaowing Dog cat 292 
MEME ay ene oes is a eee 466 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
Good shore Bivils = ean ree 420 
Good Will .... 338 
Grievances .. 245 
Guripsies ee =P 520 
Harriet Bunting’s Heroism. 88 
Heart (Poem), Leichliter.. if 


He” Who: Serves............. 
Home> ©... 
LOD G Geta es ee 
How Far Would You Go: 
Human Affairs _........ 
Indispensables 
Inner World 
Investments ........ 
Jesus Tell Me, Beck.. 
Kindness _....... = 
Labor-Management _ 295 
Land Where Hate Should Die. 372 
Law Abiding Citizens........... 
Law-breaking 
Lesson to Learn. 
Lest We Forget.. 
Letter From God... 


Levi Jackson Wins Trophy. 75 
iberty wee 242 
Life Influences .... 338 
Light Comes Through.. 140 


Like Unto- Him.......... 295 


Listen (Poem) . 296 
Little Things ...... 559 
Living Great’ Thing... 143 
Man’s Measure .... 38 
Map of Days............. 75 
Marvels of Watermelon. 297 
Marvels of Life .......... 574 
May» Bly. 25e:.24. 298 
Meeting, Young .. 182 
Messenger of Lord. 93 
NIRS a eee cetos 419 
Money, No Cure.. 245 
Motherhood .... 373 
New Life .... 34 
No Blackout = 38 
No Courts. or Jails. 92 
No Cross, No Crown. 40 
Oil Wor Bights. 2 141 
One Who Was Good. 421 
One: Worlds 294 
Pardoned For Li 472 
Peace peer 408 
Personal Influence................ 340, 373 


Mountains Move, Nabers........... 12! 
On The Heights, Young... =. 33. 


Braunstein... 
Young.. 


Ourselves, 
Personal Influence, 


Post-War World, Vaughn. Bye 
Religion, Ottinger ............. 564 
Smyrna And Us, Vaughn 46: 


Barlow... 41] 
Macartney... & 
Manschreck.. 2 


Straight Street. 
Stranger at Door, 
The Rising Tide, 


Then As Now, Fleming.......... 98 
True Church, The, Bortle... - dE 
Trust in God, Hahn_...... — a 


Unseen, James .......... . om 
Victory, McKelvey 
Why Here, Hodges 
Your Challenge, Wingfie 


id......... 498 
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Ostrich and Armadillo... 188 


Please Pass Bread...............0.2. 
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White Ducks ee ae 


Pilgrims 
Plowshares _... 
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Yay CT wccus os 
Prays, The Guy.. 
Psalm 23 On The Air... 
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Repair Service 
Reward For Right. 
Riches To Spare.. 
Right, The Old... 
Right Angle 


Shield And Comfort. 
Short? Circuit, —4.2. 

Svience, 22, 
Singing Soldiers 
Small Audience .. 
Songs 


Spring in City (Poem)... 
Stewardship 
Surrender § 2... 
Teach Children 
Thanksgiving 
Time Goes On ......... 
Too Little, Too Late. 
To Whom Go............ 
Tract Evangelism ___- nice 
Transcending Ourselves 
Traveler, The, Hooper 
Through Christ _.... 
Truly Great Men 
Tinins nee eee 
Vacation Companionship 
Vacuum 
Visions .. 
Visions 4 


Wartime Migration 
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sre We Stand... 
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—Illustrations Ex 3i213' (1) 
Ex. 34:28 (1) 
1 Dyes erie 6b een 
Ezek. 8:12 (I) .. 
Deut. 4:10 (I) 
Deut. 4:14 (I) .- 


—Ontlines : 
—Prayer Meetings 
Sermons 

pee A(T)... 

nr 8:9) (S) 


mn. 8:22 (S) Deut. 
mm. 1521 (1) Deut. 
n. 49:19 (I) Deut. 
a 4315 (1) Deut. 
& 12:14 (S) Deut. 
5:26 ~(1) Deut. 
= L7-11 (1) Deut. 
. 18:20 (1) Deut. 
. 18:20 (1) eut. 


- 24:12 oY 
Jecember, to. 
+e : - hn . 


METHODS 


Halley’s Handbook ....... eee. Ie 
Heating Churches | ..1...c.:.....0000. 8294 
Hobby Displays ate a (re) 
Hobby Party ...... = 19 
Holding One’s Temper 7A 
Home, (Poem) ~ 228 
Illustrated Sermons . 153 
Industrial Chaplaincies 224 
Industrial Pastorate . 52 
Inserts in Mail aM 228 
Inspiration Service .. cKcvendeUe 
Installation Service ...... . 524 
Inter Church Cooperation . 457 
Interviewing Christ ... «un, 868 
Juvenile Delinquency — BN hg 
Knowledge Is Responsibility . B59 
Ladder of Life (Pageant)........ 454 
Layman Elected “S...202,..<saecn” 149 
Lay-Missions .... = 227 
Learning to Speak W ll. a5 ee BOL 
Lent And Its Meaning. Sead oe 
UTES RR ELOY fe Cc fae 72 
Lesson for Times ...... wees O54 
Liberty On Wheels ~ 227 
Pate Ee Se ee ae ee 559 
Liquor Advertising —........... .... 400 
TAOrd iS ACTCS We 2.0.8 21 
Lord’s Acre Auction. 506 
Map of Days, Crowell 75 
Men: at- Work..<:c.008 456 
Merry-Go-Round  ___... 20 


Mightier Than 
Ministers (2.24. <6 4 We ees 
Missionary Pilots . 
Missions 2". 2-fk..: 
Mission Plans _ 
Modern Sermons .... 
Money Raising Plan 
Mother’s Club 
Mother’s Day 
Motion Picture. 
Mrs. Preacher 
Musical Service, Good Frida 
Welshpers 8 no. 

New Church Music 
New Floor Finish... 


New Member Activity-............... 276 
Ordination Charge.............. 228, 499 
Organizing Working Church.._... 362 
Other People Se eee eat gh if) 


Ourselves as Christian 
Our: Sphere’ -..........- 
Outdoor Services - 
Oxford Concordance .. 


Pageant (Children) 71 
Paraphrased Psalms 2. 555 
Pastor as Mayor ..... v2 359 
POACE Ss eee 70 
Personal Influence _.. 452 


MIDWEEK SUGGESTIONS 


Jesus Demonstrates Teaching... 148 
Jesus With Men And Women... 149 
Living Together ... 

Lord, It Is I 
Men We Shoul 
Nations Under God. 
Our Tomorrows . 


Paths Ahead ...... 45 
Personal Commitments 306 
Pray For What... 46 
Pricevot Service. ee 100 


SCRIPTURE TEXTS 


II Kings 6:6 (S) 


4: 14 (1) II Sam. 19:35 (1 ) 
(bies * Lev, 27:30 (1) 
Di ts Neh. 2:17 (1) = 
oD UL) ec Neh. 6-11 (P) 
Se AE) TOU es LOM CL) es 
226 (I) Job 11:16 (1) .. 
123329) Job 13:15 (S) 
24:5-6 (P) Job, 22-21 aor) 


~ Watchnight Program 


Judges 6:7 (P) ... 
Judges 8:23 (I) - 
Judges 13:8 (1) 
I Kings 8:36 (1) 


Il Kings 19:20 34 (P). 
i 


Job 35:10-11 (1) . 
DOD BN 20 Cees 


Picture of Month i wi ete 155 
Planned Parenthood ................-. 862 
BOliting: = oka ee Wiptistevseodeetns, Od 
Prayer... -- 29, 46, 150, 281, 


274, 278, 399, 400, 403 
Preaching Program. § 
Professional Integrity 
Quackery ....... 
Quota-Foree Plan 
Radio Ministry . 
Raree Exhibition 
Reading Gospels............ 
Reading Matter In Your 


Community —........... er es 
Recordings oe ES 
Record. Systems) 2060.8 3.0. ees 
Religious Drama..................... 507, 509 
Rewards [sae cee Lele oe 
RulesuoteOrders ce" Shwe 175 
Rural Church Drama... Pome (| 


Sacred Records. ........... ; 226 
Saw. God. Dov Tt ...in 275 
Seriptural Hymn 556 
Seeking Father 


Self-help in Missions 
Sermon Series ........... 
Service Men’s Center 
Seven Ways to Close Churcli.... 506 
Speaking i 

Stewardship  ............. 
Sunday School Annex 
S. S. Bus For Children. 
Sunday School by Mail. 
S. S. Convention.......... 
Tax Exemptions 
Teachers’ Mistakes . 
Things in the Saddle 
Tiresome Voice .......... 
Tithing 
Town and itry Church... 
Trades and Professions... 
Training Ministers 
Vacation Planning . 
Vacation Study .......... 
Vespers (Haydn Mass) 
Veterans in Churches .. 
Vigil At The Cross...... 
Visual Aids......22, 23, 


4038, 404, 506 
Visual Education ... = 
Vital Problems 
Wanted: More Men Like Judd 360 
War Memorials 


Weddings 225) ees 2 

When Christians Write_.............. f 
Wind-Swept Harp .. et) 
Wisdout 52.2. =. 2226 
World-wide Communion —_...... 363 
Promised Land 532 
Root sand Flower .. 304 
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THANKSGIVING 


Thanksgiving Day, this year, has been 
The blossoming of choice friendships sweet— 
Nourished by your love and sympathy and goodness; 
I’m thankful for these friendly flowers of vibrant hues. 
This year, Thanksgiving Day has meant 
The treasuring of my family ties— 
A new awareness that even tho’ apart, we're close 
Bound by the lovely memories we've shared and cannot lose. 


This year, Thanksgiving Day has brought 
A quickening of my spiritual pulse— 
An ever humble gratitude to God 
For the good life which He has lent to me to use. P 


i Thanksgiving Day, this year, has been 
er A blessing in these many ways— 
With God, with family, and my fellowmen, 
A richer, more contented day I could not choose. 


as. —Mrs. Louis J. Kovar. 
i 
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Gideons Adopt Plan to Place Bibles in Planes 


Placing Bibles in planes was one of the outstand- 
ing forward move programs the Gideons adopted 
at their 48th convention of the Canadian Gideons 
held last month in Toronto. 

Eddie Rickenbacker, president of Eastern Airlines, 
has asked that Bibles be put on all planes of his 
company, and has provided racks for them, it was 
announced. Arrangements have also been made to 
furnish Pan American Airlines with Bibles. 
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